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The views expressed in this presentation are the views of the author/s and do not necessarily reflect the views or policie s of the Asian
Development Bank, or its Board of Governors, or the governme nts they represent. ADB does not guarantee the accuracy of th e data
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TOD: What is this?

Multiple denominations:
Transit-Oriented Development, 
Transit-Joint Development, 
Transit-Adjacent Development
Transit-Supportive Development, 
Transit-Environment Development, 
Transit-Inducing Development, Transit Villages…

Multiple definitions: No single, all-encompassing definition of TOD

“Practice of developing or intensifying land-use near stations” - M. Boarnet and R. Crane 
“ A mixed-use community that encourages people to live near transit and to decrease their 
dependency on driving” - P. Still
“A compact community, centered on a transit station that, by design, invites residents, workers, 
and shoppers to drive their cars less and ride mass transit more” - M. Bernick and R. Cervero

The definition we adopt:
“Concentrating urban development around stations to support transit use, and developing 
transit systems to connect existing and planned concentrations of development” - C. Curtis, J.L 
Renne and L. Bertolini
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TOD: Main Objectives
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TOD: Main objectives



5

TOD: Main objectives



6

TOD: Main objectives



7

CITY-LEVEL -
TOD: A way to control and organize urban growth
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CORRIDOR LEVEL:
TOD: A trinary road system
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STATION / NEIGHBOROOD LEVEL:
TOD: The “Three Ds” = Density, Diversity & Design
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TOD: Main benefits
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TOD: A way to reduce the environmental 
footprint of urban centers
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TOD: A way to improve urban quality of life
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TOD: A way to develop/revitalize urban areas
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TOD: Increases land value around transit 
stations
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TOD: Potential to attract the private sector to 
co-finance the project
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Techniques for capturing value from TOD
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Real Cases: Washington DC – Metro Corridor

Densification seen around metro stations
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Real Cases: Sao Polo – TOD as a mean for urban 
regeneration 
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Real Cases: Curitiba – A very strong land -use policy
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Real Cases: Brisbane
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Real Cases: Guangzhou
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TOD: Co-financing of transit stations with 
developers through PPP schemes  
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Property developers using public transport to sell 
units 

Yichang: Developers marketing 
BRT even prior to system opening
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Commercial developments inside mass -
transit stations

Hong Kong

Bangkok 
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Hong -Kong: World -leading exemple of TOD
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Goods 
transport 
control

Control of car 
parking

Control of car 
use

Structure plan 
(land use)

Development 
of mass 
transit 

corridor

Improve 
pedestrian 

public spaces
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Transforming cities with TOD
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Thank you

dmargonsztern@adb.org


