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• Make visible the invisible: improve understanding of 

what drives gender inequalities and poor development 

outcomes 

• Cross-country comparisons: across countries and 

regions over time 

• Advocacy, research and policy analysis tool 

 

Focus on discriminatory social 

institutions: understanding the 

drivers 



SIGI: three tools in one 

Database 

Country profiles 

Index  



SIGI 2012 framework 

Social Institutions and Gender Index 2012 

• Legal Age of 
Marriage 

• Early marriage 

• Parental 
authority 

• Inheritance 

• Violence against 
women 

• FGM 

• Reproductive 
integrity 

 

• Access to land 

• Access to bank 
loans and other 
forms of credit 

• Access to 
property other 
than land 

 

Restricted  

Resources  

and Entitlements 

 

• Access to public 
space 

• Political voice 

Restricted  

Civil Liberties 

Restricted  

Physical Integrity 

Discriminatory  

Family Code 

• Missing women 

• Fertility 
preferences 

Son Bias 



  Promising progress in some areas… 
 

• The average prevalence of early marriage across 

countries has decreased to 17% in 2012 from 21% in 

2009 

• The number of countries with specific legislation to 

combat domestic violence has more than doubled from 

21 in 2009 to 53 in 2012. 

• 23 out of the 35 countries where missing women was 

identified as a concern in 2009 have shown 

improvement in 2012. 

• 29 countries have quotas to promote women’s political 

participation at both national and sub-national levels.  

 
 

 

 

 

  

Key findings: SIGI 2012 



… but discrimination persists: 
 

• 86 out of 121 countries scored in the 2012 SIGI have 

discriminatory inheritance laws or practices. 
 

• Women’s reproductive autonomy is restricted: on 

average, 1 in 5 women has an unmet need for family 

planning. 
 

• Despite the introduction of laws, attitudes that normalise 

violence against women persist. On average, for the 

countries scored in the SIGI, around 1 in 2 women 

believe domestic violence is justified in certain 

circumstances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Key findings SIGI 2012 



SIGI 2012: by region 
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How do the regions fare by  

sub-index? 
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What can SIGI tell us about 

educational attainment? 

Source: World Development Indicators, World Bank, 2011 and OECD 2012 Gender, Institutions and Development Database  
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SIGI 2012 Family Code sub-index (0= low discrimination 1= high discrimination) 

Women's status in the family is related to primary school completion 
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What can the SIGI tell us 

about child mortality? 

Source: World Development Indicators, World Bank, 2011 and OECD 2012 Gender, Institutions and Development Database  

Controlling for country income level, fertility, urbanisation and son bias 
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SIGI 2012 Restricted Physical Integrity quintiles 

Child mortality is related to women's control over their bodies 



SIGI 2014: what’s new? 

• OECD countries 
New 

countries 

• Time use 

• Divorce 
New 

variables 

• Thematic 

• Regional 
New 

analyses 



Social Institutions and Gender Index 2014 

• Legal Age of 
Marriage 

• Early marriage 

• Parental 
authority 

• Divorce 

• Inheritance 

• (*time use) 

• Violence against 
women 

• FGM 

• Reproductive 
integrity 

 

• Secure access to 
land 

• Access to 
financial services 

• Access to non-
land assets 

 
Restricted  
Resources  
and Assets 

 

• Freedom of 
movement 

• Political voice 

Restricted  
Civil Liberties 

Restricted  
Physical Integrity 

Discriminatory  
Family Code 

• Missing women 

• Fertility 
preferences 

• *(time use) 

Son Bias 

SIGI 2014 



SIGI country pilots 

National technical 
capacity-building 

Adapting global 
indicators to national 

contexts  

Informing and guiding 
policy 

• Partnership with national 
statistical office 

• National steering group 

• Individual and household 
surveys 

• Inter-country comparisons 

• Incorporated into national 
systems 

• Targeted interventions 



SIGI and Post-2015 
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Social norms and post-2015 



Find out more 

Keiko Nowacka 

Gender Project Coordinator 

OECD Development Centre 

keiko.nowacka@oecd.org 

 

www.oecd.org/dev/gender 

www.genderindex.org 

www.wikigender.org  
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