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Progress since the 1995 Beijing 

Conference 

 
• Data from over 81 countries on prevalence of Intimate 

Partner Violence (IPV) and non-partner sexual assault 

 

• IPV accepted as an important risk factor for Global Burden 

of Disease  

 

• Greater understanding of risk factors for Violence against 

Women and Girls (VAWG) 

 

• Led to a systematic review of reviews on the impacts of 

interventions to reduce VAWG 

 



Nearly 80% of the global evidence on what 

works, and what doesn’t, to prevent VAWG 

comes from 6 high income countries that 
comprise 6% of the world’s population. 
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Most interventions address violence 
after, instead of before, it starts 



Most studies address Intimate Partner 
Violence globally, but Harmful Traditional 
Practices are addressed more in LMIC 



Primary prevention is more effective 
in reducing violence than secondary 
prevention 



 
 

 Programs preventing 
violence: 

• Include women AND men 

• Engage entire community 

• Combine multiple approaches as 
part of a single intervention 
(group training, livelihoods, social 
communication) 

• Six months or longer  

• Address structural drivers of 
violence, such as social norms 
regarding acceptability of 
violence 

Programs responding 

to violence: 

 
• Target women rather than 

men 

• Encourage autonomy and 
empowerment of women 

• Include elements of 
psychosocial support and 
victim advocacy 

Summary findings: What works to reduce 
VAWG? 



What we need 

More rigorous 
evidence on all 
types of VAWG 

from the 
global south 

Research on 
VAWG in  
diverse 

populations. 

Standardized 
methods and 

indicators 

More 
interventions 

addressing 
primary 

prevention of 
violence 

Programmatic 
guidance for 
sector based 
interventions 



Development of a Resource 

Guide 

• Partnership between GWI, IDB, and WBG 

• Audience: Development practitioners (multi-lateral and bi-lateral)  

• Purpose : 
o INITIATE. Learn about how VAWG affects development goals and outcomes 

o INTEGRATE. Address the potential risks of VAWG in development policies and programs 

o INNOVATE. Build on promising practices for safe and ethical 

• Provides a starting point for considering GBV within sectoral 

programming 

INITIATE · INTEGRATE· INNOVATE 



Structure of Resource Guide 

•  Introduction 

• Sector Specific Briefs 
o Citizen security, law, and justice 

o Disaster risk management 

o Education 

o Finance and enterprise development 

o Health 

• Appendices 
o List of illustrative indicators for GBV targets in monitoring/results 

frameworks 

o Annotated resource guide to GBV tools available to build on 

 

 



Resource Guide: Introduction 

• General Tools for all sectors 

• Outlines:  

o the magnitude of VAWG, key definitions, risk and 

protective factors, socio-economic costs, the needs of 

survivors  

o The role and value-added of IFIs in supporting VAWG 

prevention efforts.  

• In addition, this section includes: 
o a. Guiding principles for data collection and working 

with VAWG survivors 

o b. Guiding principles for VAWG programming  

 



Structure of Sector Specific 

Briefs 

1. Overview of intersection 

2. Key Areas for Integrating VAWG  

o Policy level 

o Institutional level 

o Community level 

3. Promising Practices 

4. Other Resources 



Structure of Sector Specific 

Briefs 

Overview of Intersection Key Areas for Integrating VAWG 

• Outlines how VAWG effects and is 
effected by work in the sector 
 

• For example (from the Health brief):  
 
“GBV has serious consequences for 
women’s health and well-being, 
ranging from fatal outcomes, such as 
homicide, suicide and AIDS-related 
deaths to non-fatal outcomes such as 
physical injuries, chronic pain 
syndrome, mental health disorders…” 

 

 

• Underscores the importance of 
working closely with key stakeholders 
which have expertise in VAWG 
prevention/response interventions 
 

• Describes areas for integration of 
VAWG at the policy, institutional, and 
community levels 

 

• Examples from the Education Brief 



Structure of Sector Specific 

Briefs 

Promising Practices 

• Examples of interventions 
which have shown positive 
results are woven into the 
introduction in text boxes, 
seen below: 

 

 

Resource List 

• Each brief concludes with a 

– bibliography 

– list of further resources 

• List of further resources is 
frequently annotated: 




