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However during the last few
decades, demand of water has being increasing due to increasing
trend of Population, urbanization & change food pattern. As
such it is needed to meet the food demand of all population with
decreasing land and water resources. Therefore water users of
different sectors such as agriculture, hydropower, domestic &
Industrial have faced many challenges. In order to fulfill the
water demand with limited water resources available in the
country especially in basin level, it is important to get user
Involvement in water allocation & water resources planning.
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Ieft bank flelds Non- Farmer Families 50,082 53,143 53,729 55,968 58,119
Resident Proiect Manaager Other 863 1,056 777 834 834
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Klng Maha Parakramabahu DRPM — Technical/Water Management Upper Mahaweli (b) 7,891 9,061 9,269 9,295 10,292
DRPM — Land & Settlement Farmer Federation 152,254 157,366 159,000 162,932 166,269
(The Great Parakramabahu) DRPM ~ Agriculture & Marketing Total Settlement o000 e s 000 e et
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Cultivated Extent, Production & Value Under Irrigated and Rain fed

Unit | 2007 | 2008 2009 2010 2011
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The Mahawe“ Development Program BLOCK E < > BLOCK F Comparison Mahaweli & National
Mahaweli Paddy Cultivated Extent as a % of National Extent| % 18 17 15 18 18
In 1951, the Government of Sri Lanka had obtained assistance from the Mahaweli Paddy Production as a % of National production | % 23 20 19 22 21
government of Canada, under the Colombo Plan Program, to undertake a
survey by aerial photography to evaluate and prepare an inventory of the land Mitigation
and water resources of the country including the Mahaweli basin. After several Issues
studies the Government of Sri Lanka has signed an agreement with the ,
UNDP/FAQO in 1963 to prepare a master plan to develop the Mahaweli basin, e |

which has the largest potential for both hydropower generation and irrigated \ BN o
agriculture in the Dry zone. The master plan which was completed in 1969 =
proposed the development of Mahaweli basin in 3 phases over a period of 30
years (Cooke, 2003). This master plan envisaged the development of 350,000 ha
of land; including 97,000 ha existing irrigable lands in Mahaweli and 6 allied
basins, with install hydropower capacity of over 600 MW.

*Flood *Grass & vativar Strips

The Mahaweli Ganga (River Mahaweli) Development Programme, the largest
integrated multi-purpose rural development programme ever undertaken in Sri *Extensive / lllegal Sand mining
Lanka was based on above master plan.. Main objectives were to increase
agricultural production, Hydro-power generation, employment opportunities, :
re-settlement of landless poor farmer families with irrigated farm lands& home *lllegal waste dumping
land and flood control. The programme originally planned for the
iImplementation over a 30 year period was brought to acceleration in 1979, with
incorporation of Mahaweli Authority, under the Mahaweli Authority Act No 23
of 1979.

*Proper Turf

*Un planned land use ,, *Rubble Packing with proper drains
*Soil Erosion
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