Definition matters

Do JMP definitions of access to improved water and sanitation take the focus away?
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definitions only provide us a partial picture which do not
necessarily describe progress with quality and progress
with equity. MDG progress report suggests that

Bangladesh is on track to meet water targets but off 100

track on sanitation target. According to the recent JMP

report (2012), in urban areas in Bangladesh, 85% people 80
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A recent study conducted in low income settlements in O

three major cities in Bangladesh suggests that average
90.5% households have access to improved water
sources as per the JMP definition. However, water
guality tests conducted on several parameters show that 33% water sources are illegal; water is highly insecure for the poor
40% of these water sources were not producing safe
water; thus, showing a completely different picture. This
study furthermore suggests that access is difficult for
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might need.
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the water facilities were owned by the poor people

individually or collectively and 33% water sources were
not legally accessed; thus, water insecurity is extremely
high among these low income people. On the other
hand, although the JMP (2012) reported that the national
coverage for urban is 58%, this WaterAid study found

Access to improved sanitation is extremely low by any definition
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sanitation.
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The picture drawn using such definitions and the 300 i o1 555
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maintenance work in the big cities with negligible
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argue for a more inclusive definition as well as targeted (Tk. in 2011-12 constant price)
programme.
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