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Sub: Land acquisition of private land

This is to inform that the earlier practice of National Land Commission sanctioning the approvals for the
purpose of compensation such as substitute land, monetary compensation, crop compensation, and the
compensation for the structures etc., as per Section 142-143 of the Land Act of Bhutan 2007 based on the
report submitted by the Dzongkhag Committee or Thromde Land Acquisition and Allotment committee,
while acquiring the private registered land in the rural and urban areas for the purpose of public basis
development projects is changed. Hereinafter, the authority to approve the acquisition of private
registered land, which will be compensated through monetary compensation, shall be as follows:

1. In accordance with the Section 6 (d) and Section 200 of the Land Act, while acquiring the private
registered land, the National Land Commission use to accord the approval for the land
compensation according to Land Compensation rate approved and notified by the Ministry of
Finance for the land compensation involving only monetary compensation. The other
compensation such as compensation for crops and fruit trees are approved as per the rates
approved by Ministry of Agriculture and Ministry of Finance, and the compensation for houses
and any other structures approved as per the rates approved by the BSR and estimates given by
the Engineer. These compensations are approved based on the standards approved by relevant
Ministries and report submitted by Dzongkhag Committee or Thromde Land Acquisition and
Allotment committee which is duly verified according to standards.

Since, approvals are accorded according to the standards and rates approved by the relevant
Ministries, it is found that there is no need of seeking another approval from National Land
Commission and also found that there will be advantage of timely receipt of compensations and
faster transfer and registration of land after acquisition, if such approvals can be given by the
Dzongkhag Committee or Thromde Land Acquisition and Allotment committee.

Therefore, with effect from 01-10-2011, while acquiring land by the government from the general
public, community and private registered land, the Dzongkhag Committee or Thromde Land
Acquisition and Allotment committee is hereby authorized to approve the acquisitions involving
the monetary compensation. However, all the standards and rates prescribed by relevant agencies
and other necessary due process have to be followed accordingly. After paying compensation by
the concerned Ministries, Departments, Corporations, and Geyrab Dratshangs through the
Dzongkhag Committee, the receipt of compensation paid have to be submitted to the NLCS along
with the other relevant documents to make necessary changes. S (p"k



2. The accountability and liability arising due to non submission of report to the National Land
Commission Secretariat for alteration in the registration after paying necessary compensation
shall be borne by the concerned Dzonkghag, Drungkhag and Thromde.

3. As per Section 165 of the Land Act, the Chhuzhing located in the rural areas are restricted from
converting to non agriculture purposes. Therefore, as per Section 116 of the Land Act if
Chhuzhing is acquired by the government, necessary approval should be sought from the Ministry
of Agriculture for conversion. In accordance with notice issued by the NLCS vide letter No.
NLCS/LRD (07)2009/6060 dated 30-12-2009, compensation towards fruit trees and house shall
not to be entitled.

4. Any type of land without thram acquired by the government shall not be admissible either for
land substitute or monetary compensation.

5. The preliminary proposals to the commission for the purpose of land acquisition and substitute
land as required by Section 197 of the Land Act shall be continued.

All the relevant agencies while acquiring the private registered land for the public purpose are asked to
follow the above-mentioned procedures.

(Sangay Khandu)
Secretary

Copy: 17) The Managing Directors and Chief Executive Officers of the corporations
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