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The SERD education program 
operates in five countries of 

the ASEAN region:

ÅIndonesia

ÅPhilippines 

ÅViet Nam

ÅCambodia

ÅLao PDR



Education and Training 
Sector Strategies

SERD countries are varied:

Ålower middle-income (Indonesia and 
the Philippines)

Ålow income (Viet Nam)

Åless developed (Cambodia and Lao 
PDR).



Education and Training 
Sector Strategies

ÅEducation and training strategies vary 
according to country needs and objectives.

ÅGeneral trend: early focus on primary 
education in the poorer countries, moving to 
the secondary level, and with growing 
emphasis on technical and vocational 
education and training (TVET), and higher 
education



ADB

ÅEducation Policy 2002

ÅStrategy 2020

ÅEducation and Skills Strategies 2008

ÅCountry Partnership Strategies and Country 
Operations Business Plans for each country 

ÅEducation assessments, sector strategies and 
road maps prepared for each country



Indonesia - Context

ÅRanked in bottom third of global 
competitiveness index

ÅHigh unemployment compared with 
neighbors

ÅLoss of formal sector jobs with most growth 
in informal sector and SMEs

ÅProvincial SME development limited by 
shortage of good quality graduates

ÅOpportunities for overseas work increasing



Indonesia - Education

ÅGood progress in getting children into school

ÅAlmost 100% participation in primary 
education and 75% of children in lower 
secondary education

ÅGender parity 

ÅRural-urban disparities despite significant 
efforts to reduce them

ÅLow relevance of vocational schools and 
polytechnics



Indonesia ïRecent 
Developments

ÅDecentralization of education to districts
ÅSubstantial increases in education budget
ÅSuccessful in enrolling children in hard-to-

reach areas but enrolments at secondary 
level now stagnating
ÅExpected to reach the MDG for universal 

primary education by 2015
ÅNew programs to support universal 

participation in basic education (9 years) by 
defraying costs for parents



Indonesia ïADB Strategy

Åhelp in achieving better quality, 
relevance and competitiveness at all 
levels, including vocational and higher 
education

Åfoster good governance and 
accountability in public and private 
schools as well as madrasah



Indonesia ïNew Projects

ÅPolytechnics Development 2011

ÅHigher Education Development 2012


