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FOREWORD 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) has become a widely accepted 
tool in environmental ma_nagement since its inception. In Sri Lanka, 
Legal requirement for EIA is provided under the regulations of the 
National Environmental Act as well as under few other legislations. 

The EIA process is managed and monitored by the Central 
Environmental Authority (CEA) and implemented through Project 
Approving Agencies (PAA). In addition to the PAAs, a large number 
of people and institutions involve in the EIA process. A clear 
understanding of the ElA process by all those involved in the process is 
essential to the success of the process. 

This document has been prepared and published by the CEA to assist 
the P AAs in the proper implementation of the EIA_ proces.s. Although 
the document is mainly intended for the PAAs, it will help everyone . . 
involved and interested in the EIA process in Sri Lanka. 

Eng. Karunasena Hettiarachchi 
Chairman 
Central Environmental Authority 



FOREWORD TO THE FIRST EDITION 

Environmenlat Impact Assessment has gained wide recognition as an useful tool for promoting 
environmentally sou rid and sustainable developnient. In Sri Lanka, the EIA process was first 
introduced through the legislation of the Coast Conservation Act'No. 57 of 1981. This was 
confined to only a 300 meter strip of land along the coastal zone of the island. Subsequently 
an ElA system for the whole country was administratively inlroduced in January 1984, by a 
declsion of the Cubinet of Ministers. It was made applicable to all development activities 
including public and private sector projects. 

The statutory introduction was·made by an amendment to the Natio11·a1 Environmental Act 
(Act No. 56 of 1988). As required by this amendment projects that should undergo the EIA 
process and the procedmes and methods to be adopted were gazetted on 24111 June 1993 and 
are contained in Gazette Extra~ Ordinary No. 772/22. The process is managed mid· nionitored 
by the Central Environmental Authority and implemented through 17 State Agencies. An 
unique feature of the ElA process is that it is an open process allowing for public participation 
in deCiSion making. 

Several guidelines on the implementation of the EIA process have been developed by countries 
in the region, donor agencies rmd banks such as the World Bank and the Asian Development 
Bank. Althongh these could be made use of to a certain extent in the implementation of the 
EIA proceSs in Sri Lanka, it·should be noted that these have to be adapted to reflect the unique 
environmental characteristics of the country. In view of this, the CEA in association with 
NAREPP/IRG have commenced the preparation of a series of guidance documents for 
implementing the EIA process in Sri Lanka. 

G.K. Amaratunga 
Chairman 
CENTRAL ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORITY. 
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I. INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILIT(ES 

1.1 Purpose of the EIA requirement: 

The puqioses ofEnvirom11ental Impact Assessment (EIA) are to ensure that 
development options under consideration are environmentally sound and 
sustainable and that enviromnental consequences are recognized and taken 
into account e31·Jy in project design. E!As 31·e intended to foster sound decision 
making, not to generate paperwork TI1e EIA process should also help public 
officials ·make decisions that are based on understanding of environmental 
consequences, and take actions that protec~ restore and enhance the · 
environment 

TI1e National Envirom11enta!Act No. 47 of! 980 (NBA) is onr basic national 
chaiter for protection and management of the environment. The NEA was 
ainended by Act No. 56 of! 988 to include a provision relating to envir01U11ental 
impact assessment contained in Pait IV C of the statute entitled "Approval of 
Projects". The Part IV C oftl1e NEA was fm:ther ainended by Act No 53 Of 
2000. Under the provisions of section 23 ZoftheNEA tl1eEIA process applies 
only to "Prescribed Projects" which have been specified by th~ Minister in 
charge of the subjectofEnvir01m1ent in GazetteExtra-ordinaiy No. 772/22 of 
24th June 1993 311d the list of prescribed projects was amended by Gazette 
Extra Ordinmy No 1104/22 of6'1November 1999 and GazetteE~tra Ordit1my 
Nol I 08/1 of29'"November 1999. The NEAprocess implements through 
designated ProjectApprovingAgencies (PM) as prescdbed bytl1e Minister 
lmder Section 23 Y of the NEA. Under Section 23 CC of the NEA, regulations 
have been made by tl1e Minister stating the procedures iliat should be followed 
in order to achieve the EIA requirements oftl1e NEA. 

TI1e orders a11dregulations are included in Gazette Extra-ordinary No. 772/22 
of 24th June, 1993 as amended by Gazette Extra Ordinmy No 1159/22 of 
22"' November 2000. 
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1.2 Goals of ProjectApprovingAgencies (PAA): 

At present, 23 state agencies have been specified as ProjectApprovingAgencies 
(PAA) by the Ministerunder Section 23Y of the NEAas contained in Gazette 
Extra-Ordinmy No. 259/14 of23td Februmy 1995, Gazette Extra Ordinmy 
No. 978/13 of 4,1, June 1997 and in Gazette Extra OrdinmyNo. 1373/6 of 
29'" December 2004. The EIA practices and procedures of eve1y PAA should 
ensure that high quality envirom11ental infonnation is available to public officials 
m1d citizens before decisions m·e made and before the government makes any 
.significantcon1111in11ent ofenvirom11ental resources. To aclueve tlus goal, Project. 

Project Approving Agencies should to the fullest extent possible: 

• Inte1pret and administer tlm applicable piovisions of the NEA and the 
National Environmental (Procedure for approval of projects) 
Regulationsasgazettedfromtimetotime, toin:iplementtheEIAprocess. 

• Subjeci all Prescdbed Projects to the EIA Process 
• Make the EIA process useful to decision makers and the public by 

emphasizing real enviromnental issues m1d alternatives resulting in 
concise, clear; well focused assessments. 

• Integrate EIA requirements with otherplmming m1d environmental 
review procedures required by law or by agency practice so that all 
such proced1ttes run conclllrnntly ratl1erthat1 consecutively. 

• Facilitate public involvement in decisions which affect the quality oft11e 
enviromnent 

• Use ilie EIA process to identify and assess reasonable alternatives to 
proposed actions that may avoid or minimize adverse effects on the 
quality of the environment. 

• Use all practicable means, consistef1! with NEA requirements m1d 
otl1er essential considerations ofnational policy to restore and enhance 
the quality oftheenviromnentat1d avoid orminimizeanypossible adverse 
environmental effects oftl1eir actions. 

2 
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1.3 EWPAAlnter-Agency Committee 

The CEA will help PAAs meet these objectives tlu-ough an EIA/PAA!nter
Agency Conmuttee, established under the chairmanslup oft11e Secretmy of the 
Minist1y in change of the subject of Environment. The Connmttee will be 
convened by the CEA.· T11e Con1111ittee is intended to help the Minislly and the 
CEA to oversee and facilitate the EIA process. The con1111ittee shall include 
representatives ofall PAAs, and particiJJation ofNGOs will also be invited. 
The functions oftlus conmuttee will be: 
(a) to review the positional status of the implementation oftheEIA 

process; 
(b) to advise m1d guide the PAAs; 
( c) to recon1111end approaches for integrating EIAs into national policy 

m1d plmmii1g frm11eworks. 

111is con1111ittee v,,:ill meet as and when required. 

1.4 PAAresponsibilities: 

It is the responsibility ofeve1y ProjectApprovingAgency (PAA) to cany out 
the requirements stated in section 1.2 effectively and practically. Pnmary 
responsibilities oft11e PAAm·e to: 

• subject all prescribed projects to IEE/EIA requirements; 
• ensure and.guide proper scoping processes for E!As/IEEs; 
• draft Terms ofReference (ToR) for IEEs or E!As; 
• establish, conduct and paiticipate in tecluucal evaluation and reviews 

during m1d after EIA preparation; · 
• ensure public notification of availability of!EE/EIA for public review; 
• evaluate and respond to con1111ents received from the public or other 

agencies; 
• establish necessaiy mitigatory measures and ensure that tl1ey are 

incorporated in any pe1111it or approval conditions; 

3 
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• ensme implementation of the conditions through effective monitoring 
• help investors and EIA preparers to apply infmmation to EIAs that is 

available within the PAA and its components; · 
• obtain concutTence oftl1e CEA ptiorto making an EIA project decision. 

1.5 PAAoperatingprocedures: 

To cany out these responsibilities each PAA should establish its own op.era ting 
procedures that match its own organization and meet its own pmticular needs. 
PAAs are advised to establish the following procedmes and management 
practices: 

1.5.1 EIACell 

( a) Legal responsibility for aU decisions of the PAA respecting the EIA 
process is: 

- for a PAA Ministry, the Secreta1y; 
-fora PAA Depmtment, the Head; 
-for a PAA Authority/Bureau, the ChiefExecutive 

(b) An EIA Cell should be established within each PAA for each subject 
m·ea. The EIA cell will be responsible for administering the EIA process 
within the PAA. It may have a small pem1m1ent staff, or it may depend 
on staff from other components of the PAA. A member of the cell 
should be designated as the focal point to interact with CEA, other 
PAAs and members of the public on all matters connected with the 
EIAprocess. Focal points of the PAArepresentthePAA/EIA!nter 
Agency Committee. · 

( c) Facilitate EIA preparation through close liaison with PPs. 

( d) Receive and evaluate complim1ce monitoring repo1ts 
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1.5.2 EIA Oversight Committee 

The Secretmy of the PAA Minislly, or the Head of the PAA Department or 
tl1e 01iefExecutive of the P AAAuthmity /Bureau should chair m1E!A Oversight 
Committee whose acb11inisn·ative secreta1y will be a member of the EIA Cell of 
the PAA The Committee should include a small number of members representing 
each of the ptimmy (and environmentally impmtant) components oftl1e PAA, 
including components with legal responsibilities affecth1gproject approval. The 
conunittee will meet as and when required. Arepresenlative of the CEA could 
be an observer of the proceedings ofthe Conunittee. 

. If any memberofthe Oversight Committee is a proponent ofa project b~ing 
reviewed, such member shall desist from beh1g a member of the Oversight 
Conunittee. 

It's duties m·e to: 

• Advise the chaitman ( as the legally responsible person for EIA 
compliat1ce under the NEA) on EIA process decisions; 

• Oversee PAA compliance with EIArequiremen(s m1d policies of the 
NEA; 

• Identify needs for policy m1d procedural direction to PAA components 
to improve EIA compliance; 

. • · Make project decisions based on completed EIAs; 
• Assess problems and make reconunenclations; 

1.5.3 Technical Evaluation Committee (fEC) 

A tempormyTechnical Evaluation Conmuttee should be fo1111ed for each 
IEE/EIA for which a PAA is the responsible agency. This Evaluation 
Conunittee should be comprised of technical levelpeople charged with 
all teclmical aspects of the EIA process. The conunittee should prepm·e 
a TEC repmtto be used in decision making. Teclmical persom1el may 
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mclucte members otthe EJA Oversight Committee, experts from within 
the PAA, and others from government agencies, NGOs, acaderiiic 
institutions and elsewhere. Howeve1; the PAA must ensure that such 
technical persmmel have no conflicts ofi11terest with the preparation of 
the EIAbytl1e project proponent. The PAA may wish to establish a list 
ofappropriate technical expe1ts to ch"aw upon. The Teel mi cal Evaluation 
Committee should be chaired by a member oftl1e EIA Cell of the PAA. 
It should co1111mmicate all technical evaluations and decisions to tl1e EIA 
Oversight Committee, refened to above. It will meet as often as 
necessary. The Evaluation Committee may also serve as the PAA's 
monitmingmm to ensure complim1ce with EIA mitigation/monitoring 
requirements. Role of the CEA in this committee will be to administer 
the procedure in respect ofEIA. 

1.6 PAA as designated appropriate agency 

· Project proponent can submit Preliminaiy Infonnation (PI) to CEA and on 
following c1iteria, CEA will decide m1appropriate PAA. 

AsinglePAA will be established as responsible for guidingtl1e preparation of 
an IEE or EIA. Actual preparation oftl1e IEE/EIA will be tl1e responsibility of 
the developer or project proponent (PP). Detennination ofthe appropriate 
PAA will be based on the following unranked criteiia: 

• 
• 
• 

• 

tl1e PAAhavingjudsdiction over the largest area or 
havingjurisdiction over diverse onmique ecosystems or 
witllin whose jurisdiction the environmental impacts (resource depletion) 
m·e likely to be the greatest, · 
the PAA having statutory autl101ity to license or otlie1wise approve the 
presclibed project. 

If PAAs are unable to agree among tl1emselves on which agency will be the 
approp1iate agency, or iftl1ere is unreasonable delay in maicing a decision, m1y 
oftl1e PAAs or a project proponent shall request the CEA to detennine which 
agency should be the lead agency. The CEA will pi·omptly designate a 

6 
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responsible J:'AA baseo on me ?Dove cmena ano w111 nomy me Y Y anu me 
PAAs concerned. 

If a PAA is the project proponent, the CEA will identify the appropriate 
PAA. 

1.7 Co-operating Agencies 

It is advisable tl1atupon requestoftl1e responsible PAA, any other state agency 
which has jurisdiction by law or has special expe1tise should be a co-operating 
agency in the IEE/EIA process. In such cases, the designated PAAshonld: 

1. Request tl1e pmticipation of each co-operating agency in the EIA 
process at tl1e em·liest possible time; 

2. Use the environmental analysis and proposals of co-operating 
agencies with jurisdiction by law or special expe1tise, to tl1e 
maximum extent possible, consistent witl1 its responsibility as the 
appropriate PAA; 

Each co-operating agency should: 

1. Participate in tl1e EIA process at theearliestpossible time, including 
the scoping process; 

2 . 

3 . 

4. 

Assume ( on request of the designated PAA) responsibility for 
developing infmmation fortl1e EIA process . 

Make available st;tff suppmt at tl1e designated P AA's request and 
nonnallyuse its own fimds for this pmpose. 

Integrate its own pe1111it/licensing or otl1er legal functions relating -
to the prescribed project into the infonnation gathering, m1alysis 
at1d decision schedule of the IEE/EIA. 

7 
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2. PROCEDURES FOR COMPLIANCJ;; WlTH liliGULA11UN:S 

2.1 Preliminary Information (PI) requests 

Itis the responsibility ofPAAs to obtain infmmation from project proponents at 
the earliest practical stage regarding the nature, location and impacts of a 
proposed project that requires an IEE or an EIA. CEA has already compiled 
checldists and questimrnaire in order to collect Preliminary Infonnation. PAA 
may use them for obtaining Preliminmy Jnfonnation from project proponents. 
Infmrnation requested should: 

• help the PAA dete1mine whether an IEE or EIA is required; 
• help the PAA identify questions and issues for attention in the scoping 

process, including whether an IEE or EIA is required and what such 
documents should require; 

• to the extent possible, satisfy requirements for an IEE if no EIA is 
required. 

PAAs may obtain help from lhe CEAm1d other PAAs on preliminary inf01111ation 
fonns and questionnaires. 

2.1.1 Notice of adequacy of Preliminary Information 

Once the PAA is satisfied that adequate preliminmy infonnation has been 
received, the PAA should acknowledge its receipt in writing within six 
(6) days. When documents are found inadequate; the PAA should so 
info nu the PP as early as possible. 

2.2 Scoping 

There should be m1 early mid open process for determining the scope ofissues 
to be addi'essed and for identifying the significant issues related to a proposed 
action. Tilis process is termed scoping. 
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As part ofthe scoping process the appropriate PAA should: 
1. Invite the formal and informal participation of all concerned 

agencies, the pl'oponent of the action mid other interested persons 
(including representatives of the affected public and others who 
might not be in accord with the action on envirornnental grounds); 

2. Determine whether the PP should be asked to prepare an IEE or 
EIA, unless an adequate IEE has already been presented. 

3. Detennine the scope mid the significant issues to be analyzed in 
depth.in the IEE/EIA; (reasonable alternatives that should be 
addressed in the case of an EIA should also be determined at the 
scoping). 

4. Dete1111ine reasonable alternatives that should be addressed in the 
IEE/EIA 

5. Identify and eliminate from detailed study the issues wllich are not 
significant or which have been covered by prior studies or 
envirorn11ental reviews; 

6. Set the Tern1s ofReference (ToR) for the IEE/BIA; 
7. Cornmmlicate regularly with the developer in the preparation of 

the required document; 

Asp mt of the scoping process the responsible PAA may: 

I. 
2. 
3. 

4. 

Set page linlits on the required docm11ent; 
Set schedules and time pe1iods as necessmy 
Identify the sectors ofrequired expertise for preparing the IEE/ 
ETA 
Hold an early scoping meeting or meetings which may be integrated 
with other early meetings or processes already established by the 
PAA. 

2.2.1 Scoping Guidance Document 

Detailed guidelines on the scoping process is akeady issued as guidm1ce 
No. 2 by the CEA for assistance to PAAs. 
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2.3 Criteria for IEE or EIA-Determination of Significant Impacts 

PAAs should determine whether an IEE or EIA is required for a proposed 
project based on an assessment of the likely significance of the impacts of the 
proposed project on the envirornnent. E!As, rather than IEEs, should be required 
for prescribed projects under the regulations that are likely to have significant 
impacts on the environment. PAAs should develop their own criteria for 
detemtiningsignificant impacts in the fmm of checklists and other guides based 
on USAID,World Bank,Asian Development Bank, and other materials. The 
following is a basic approach for guidance. 

Significant environmental impacts: "Significm1t impacts'' should.be 
dete1111ined based on considerations of both context and intensity: 

(a) Context: . This means that the significance of an action should be 
analyzed in several contexts such as, the impacts on the nation 
as a whole, impacts on a pmticularregion oriype of activity 
and impacts ona specific commmtity. Significance vm·ies with 
the setting· ofthe proposed action. Both short mid long-term 
effects are relevant. 

(b) Intensity: TI1is refers to the severity, magnitude or nature of impact 
likely from a proposed project. The following may be 
considered, among other in evaluating intensity: 

I . hnpacts that may be considered both beneficial and adverse. Asignificant 
impactmayocctu-even if the proponent or PAA believes that on balm1ce 
the effect will be beneficial; 

2. TI1e degree to which the proposed action affects public health or safety; 
3. The degree to which a proposed action would affectmtique chm-acteristics 

of a geographic area, such as religious or cultural resources, 
m'Cl1aeological resources (including those that may exist but have not 
been legally designated), nature reserves, wetlands, scenic m-eas, 
ecologically cmcial m-eas, environmentally sensitive areas or endangered 
or threatened species to plants or animals; 
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4. 1 ne aegree or wrncn me nnpacc; on me env1rorn11em anu reiaLeu socia1 
conditions me likely to be highly controversial; 

5. T11e degree to which the possible effects on the envirom11entare highly 
uncettain or involve llllique ofunknown risks; 

6. TI1e degree to which tl1e action may establish a precedent for future 
actions with significant effects onep1esents a decision in principle about 

. a future consideration; 
7. Whethertl1e action is related to other actions whose impacts are 

individually insignificm1t but which cllllmlaiively arn apt to be significant. 
Significm1timpactsmayoccurifitis1-easonabletom1ticipateacwnulatively 
significant in1pact on the environment. TI1ese impacts cmmot be avoided 
by tem1ing an action tempora1y, or by breaking it down into small 
component parts (for example, one segment of a large inigation project). 

8. TI1e degree to which a proposed action may affect the right of future 
generations to benefit fonn enviro1m1ental and cultural resources. 

2.4 Preparing the Terms ofReference (ToR) 

Effective m1d efficient compliance with the NEA will require that IE Es lllldergo 
tl1e sin1plest possible process of prepa!'8.tion consistent with their basic pwpose. 
InissuingaT0Rform1IEE,PAAsshouldsubstm1tiallyfollowthebasicf01mat 
. for IEEs included in Appendix I. Guidance could be obtained from CEA on 
ToR preparation. 

PAAs should prnpme tl1e ToRfor preparation of m1 EIAin order to achieve the 
following objectives: 

a. · EIAs should bem1alytic ratherthmi encyclopedic. 
b. EIAs should discuss impacts in propmtion to tl1eir significm1ce. There 

should be only brief discussion of other than significant issues. 
c. E!As should be concise and should be not longer than absolutely 

necessa1y to comply with the NBA mid its regulations. 
d. EIAs should serve as the mem1s to assess tl1e enviromnental impacts of 

the proposed prescribed project and reasonable alternatives, rather 
thm1-to justify decisions ah-eady made. 
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ToRs should be concise and they should toll ow a regular format to tac1lltate 
compliance by proponents, consulting entities, and efficient IEEIEIA review by 
the PAA. ToRs should ensure that E!As are prepai·ed to meet the EIA 
requirements and fonnat discussed in Section 3. 

2.5 · Timing ofEIA process 

A project proponent should commence ihe IEEIEIA process as dose as possible 
to the time that it develops the proposal: By ensm-ingthat project proponents 
do this the PAA can ensure that IEE/EIA preparation can be completed in time 
to 111eet decision making schedules and deadlines. The IEE/EIA should be 
prepared early enough so that it can practically contribute to the decision making 
process and will 1iot be used to rationalize or justify decisions already.made. 

For projects directly unde1iaken by ptlblic entities, the IEE/EIA should be 
prepared at the feasibility or pre-feasibility (go-no go) stage. The EIA may be 
supplemented at a later stage if necessaiy. For applications by private 
proponents to the PAA, appropriate environmental assessments should be 
commenced inm1ediately after the application ai1d preliminaiy infmmation are 
received and as early in the plaiming stage as possible. 
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3. EIA CONTENT AND FORMAT 

3.1 Recommended Format 

E!As should.be prepared using a fmmat that will encourage good analysis and 
clear presentation of the altematives including the proposed action. The following 
standard format for E!As should generally be followed unless the agency 
determines that there is a compelling reason to do othe1wise. 

• !1mer Cover sheet 

• Table of Contents 

• Executive Stnm11a1y 

• Proposed Action's Purpose, Need and Legal Requirements 
pmpose oftl1e EIA, EIA preparation process, legal actions 
required by government to approve action; 

• Proposed Action and ReasonableAltematives 
description of proposed action and description of 
alternatives to the activity together with the reasons why 
such alternatives were rejected. 

• Affected Environment 

• Environmental Consequences of ProposedAction 
direct, indirect and cumulative impacts, itreversible and 
itretdevable conunitments ofresom-ces together with ai1 
analysis on the significai1ce of in1pacts. 

• Mitigatmy Measures 
Means to mitigate adverse envir01m1ental impacts. 

• Extended Benefit Cost Analysis 
Include if one has been prepared by the Project 
Proponent. 
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• ProposedMonitoringPlan 

• Appendices 

Including illStitutional responsibilities and procedures for 
repmting and analysis. 

List of EIA preparers, references, backup data and 
analyses 

Appendix 2 provides additional guidance on the contents of the major sections 
ofanEIA. 

14 
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4. TI-IE COMMENTING PROCESS 

4.1 Public Notice 

On receipt of the IEE/EIA the PAA should make prelimilmty assessment of its 
adequacy as expected in the ToR. If found adequate onprimafacie review, 
only EIA document should open for public scruth1yfor a pe1iod of30 working 
days and must be so mmounced in the gazette and one newspaper in English, 
Sinhala and Tamil. The 30 day conm1enting period will begin on the day in 
which a notice under subsection (2) is published. 30 days will be calculated 
excluding public holidays and Sundays. 

4.2 Dutytocomment 

Cooperath1g agencies with jurisdiction by law or special expertise with respect 
to any IEE/EIA and agencies which are authorized to develop and enforce 
environmental standards, should comment on assessments within their 
jurisdiction, expe11ise or authority and within the time period specified for 
comment. 

4.3 Public comment facilitation and evaluation 

PAAs should establish procedures for making EIAs readily available to the 
public forreadil1gil1 Colombo m1d ill the district or division ill which the project 
is proposed. PAAs should establish an efficient process to allow copies of 
E!As to be made for the public upon request and upon payment of the foll 
reproduction costs hy the requesting patfy orpmties. PAAs should fo1wm·d all 
cmmnents received to the PP forreview and response. Upon receipt of the 
PPs written response to cmmnents ( see Appendix 2 ), the PAA should evaluate 
the responses before making a decision. 

15 
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4.4 Public Hearings 

The NBA states that a public hearing may be held at the discretion of the PAA 
when it thinks that it would be in the public interest to do so. A variety of 
situations may fall within the meaning of"public interest," and these cannot be 
exhaustively defined. Factors for the PAA to consider are: 

• whether a proposed prescribed project is highly controversial, whe1her 
more expressions of publicviews are essential to make decision; 

• whether the proposed prescribed project might cause unusual national 
or regional impacts; 

• whetheritrnightthreatenanationallyimportantenviromnentallysensitive 
area; 

• whethera fmrnal request for a public heating has been requested by 
an interested party. 

Ifit is decided to hold a public heating, it should be held hmnediately after the 
expiration ofihe 30 day period for public comments and before the PP is asked 
fo1111ally to comment on public and agency cmmnents. 

16 
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5. lMPLEMJ<:NTlN(j THJ<: 1JJ<:Ll:s!Ul~ 

5.1 Monitoring of Projects 

Mitigation and other conditions established in the IEE/EIA during its review 
and cmmTiitted to as pait of the decision should be implemented by the developer 
ai1d monitored by the PAA The PAA should: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

Include appropriate mitigation conditions in gi'ants, permits or other 
approvals. 

Conditional funding of government actions on mitigation by the proponent. 

Establish monitoring processes ai1d monitoring responsibilities of pub lid 
private entities; 

Establish a meat1s for compensating for monitoring costs by the 
government through fees, bonds or other measures 

e. Upon request, infonn commenting agencies on progi·ess in canying 
out proposed mitigation measures adopted by the agency making the 
decision, 

f. Upon request, make available to the public the results of relevant 
monitoring. 

5.2 Timing of agency action 

PAAs should follow the schedule requirements in the EIAregulations. TI1ese 
time requirements, legally only directory are impmtantto achieve the goals of 
the EIAprocess as an efficient management tool. Two other requirements are 
also c1itical: 
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a No decision on the proposed action should be made or re.corded by a 
PMdudng the 30 day public review period. 

b. No action by the PM on the proposed action should be taken until the 
PP has responded to conm1ents received on the EIA. 

5.3 Emergencies 

Consistent with legal requirements, where emergency relief circumstances ( for 
example, land slides or floods) make itnecessmyto take aJ1 action with sig11ificm1t 
envir01m1ental impact without observing tl1e provisions of these regulations, the 
agency taking the action should consult with the CEAabout alternative 
ffi11lllgements. 

5.4 Administrative Charges 

TI1e PM is responsible for assessing mid obtaining allnecessmy administrative 
costs fonn the PP. PMs should establish budgetruy provisions for meeting · 
necessmy EIAcosts. Howeve1; a fund may be established, administered by 
the CEA, to help PMs to meet operational costs ofimplementing the EIA 
requirements. Guidelines on levying ofadministrative charges is akeady issued 
by CEA for assistance of PMs. 
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6. ABBREVIATIONSANDTERMINOLOGY 

Abbreviations 

CEA - Cenhw Environmenta!Autl101ity 

EIA Enviromrnntal Impact Assessment 

IEE Initial Environmental Examinalion 

NEA - National EnviromnentalAct 

NGO- Non Government Orgm1ization 

PM ProjectApprovingAgency 

PI Preliminmy hlf01111ation 

pp - Project Proponent 

TOR - Tenns ofReference 

TEC - Technical Evaluation Connnittee 

TERMINOLOGY 

Co-operating agency 

''Co-operntingagency''meansm1yagencyotherthananappropdatePMagency 
which has jurisdiction by law or special expertise with respect to any 
enviromnental impact involved ina proposed project. 
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Cumulative impact 

"Cumulative impact" is the impact on tl1e environment which results from the 
incremental impact of the action when added to other past, present and 
reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of what agency or person 
unde1iakes such other actions. Cumulative impacts canresultfrom individually 
minor but collectively significant actions taking place over a period of time. 

Effects 

"Effects" include: 

a. Direct effect which are caused by the action and occur at tl1e same · 
time and place. 

b. Indirect effects which are caused by the action and are later in time 
or futther removed in distance, but are still reasonably foreseeable. 
Indirect effects may include gmwtl1 inducing effects and other effects 
related to induced changes in the pattern ofland use, population 
density or growth rate and related effects on air and water and 
other natural systems including ecosystems 

Environmental effects and impacts as used in this document are 
synonymous. Effects include ecological (such as the effects on 
natm1l resources and on tl1e components, stmchires and functioning 
of affected ecosystems), aestl1etic, histmic, cultural, economic, 
social or health, whether dfrect, indirect or cumulative. Effects 
may also h1clude tl10se resulth1g from actions which may have both 
beneficial and deh'in1ental effects even if on balance the agency 
believes that tl1e effect will be beneficial. 
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Appropriate PAA 

The "appropriate" PAA°is the ministry/depmtment/authority or other public 
entity that is responsible for the EIA process for a proposed prescribed project. 

Mitigation 

"Mitigation" h1cludes: 
a. Avoiding the impact altogether by not taking a certain action or 

parts of an action. 
b. Minh1lizing impacts by linritingtl1edcgreeofmagnih1de of the action 

and its implementation 
c. Rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating orrestming the 

affected envir01m1ent. 
d. 

e. 

Reducing or elhninatnlg tlie impact overtime by prese1vation and 
maintenm1ce operations durh1g the life oftl1e action. 
Compensating for the impact by replacing orprovidh1g substih1te 
resources or envirom11ents. 

21 
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APPENDIX1 

Preparation ofToRs for IEEs 

IEEs are intended to be brief documents, generally no longerthan 10 pages, to 
help decision makers to ensure that projects are implemented with appropriate 
mitigation measures thatavoid significant impacts. 

P AAs may wish to establish page limits, checklists or other guides for PPs to 
meet IEE requirements effectively and efficiently. 

In general, lEEs should contain tl1e following sections: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

Sm1unaty ( 1 page) 

ProposedAction's Purpose, Need and Legal Requirements 

Legal actions required by government to approve action; 

Proposed Action 
B1ief description of proposed action, including any 
mitigation measures designed to reduce enviromnental 
impacts; The IEE may need to.contain a description of 
reasonable altematives 

Affected Environment 

· Environmental consequences of proposed action 
MitigationandMonitoringPlan · 

Appendices 
List of IEE prepares, references, backup data and analysis 
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APPENDIX2 

A.· EIACONTENTANDFORMAT 

1. Recommended Format 

Agencies should use a format for EIAs that will encourage good analysis and 
clear presentation of the alternatives including the proposed action. The following 
standard format for E!As should generally be followed unless the agency 
determines that there is a compelling reason to do otherwise. 

• hmer cover sheet 
• Tableofcontents 
• Executive Smmmuy 
• Proposed Action's Pmpose, Need and Legal Requirements 

- purpose oftl1e EIA, EIA preparation process, legal actions required 
. by govennnent to approve action; 

• Proposed Action and Reasonable Alternatives 
-description of proposed action, no action alternative, otherreasonable 
alternatives including why such alternatives were rejected . 

• AffectedEnvironment 
• Environmental consequences of Proposed Action 
• Identification ofimpacts and analysis on significance ofimpacts 
• Mitigatol)' measures 

-Means.to mitigate adverse envirom11ental in1pacts . 

• Benefit CostAnalysis 
- Included if one has been prepared by tl1e Project Proponent 

• · ProposedMonitoringPlan 
- including institutional responsibilities and procedures for re potting 
and analysis 

• Appendices 
- List ofEIA preparers, references, backup data and analysis 
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The major sections are described below: 

2. Guidance on EIA content 

(a) Inner Cover sheet 

The inside cover sheet should not exceed one page. It should include: 

1. The title of the proposed action that is the subject of the assessment; 
2. A list of preparers, including the consulting compmjy (if any) responsible 

for the preparation of the EIAR. The originr.l document should be 
authenticated by the preparers or by a respm;sible individuaVs form 
the consulting compmiy (if any) 

3. The nmiie, address and telephone numberofresponsible person at the 
agency who can supply forther infonnation on the document; 

4. A paragraph abstract of the EIA (for use in public notices ofEIA 
availability); 

Tiiemain text of the document should be translated into Sinhala and Tamil mid 
made available for public scmtiny. 

(b) Executive Summary 

Each E!Ashould contain an adequate mid accurntesunm1a1y. It should emphasize 
the major choices to be made, major conclusions, topics of controversy (including 
issues raised by agencies mid the public in the scoping process) and the issues 
to be resolved (including the choice among alternatives). Sunmim·ies shouldnot 
nonnally exceed 5 pages. 

(c) Purpose; need and legal actions required by agencies 

The EIA should briefly specify the underlying putpose mid need to which the 
prepm-ers are responding in proposing the alternatives including the proposed 
action. 
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Tiiis section should include a concise description of the legal steps required m1d 
actions that must be taken (and findings that must be made) by specified 
govenm1ent agencies in order to approve the project. In this way the EIA can 
be a management tool to identify all infmmation needed to meet various legal 
requirements for project approval. 

(d) Proposed action and reasonable alternatives 

This section describes the proposed action and reasonable alternatives, which 

1. should include those agreed upon in the scoping process. If subsequently 
detemrined to be mn·easonable the reasons should be discussed in this 
section; 

2. may include reasonable alternatives not discussed at the scoping stage. 
3. may be more restricted for private proposals than for government 

proposals because realistic options may be morerestricted. 
4. should always include tl1e "no action" altema!ive, meaning one based on 

cutTenlpractices without approval ofthe proposed project. 
5. should always state clear reasons for rejecting the alternatives in 

preferences to the one reconm1ended. 

( e) Affected environment 

TheEIA should succinctly desc1ibe the environment of them-ea(s) to be affected 
by the proposed project. 

• Descriptions should be no longertlim1 is necessary to-imdersta11d the 
effects; 

• Data m1d analyses in m1 assessment should be connnensurate with the 
inlportance oft11e inlpact; 

• Less important mate1ial should be su111n1a1ized, consolidated or simply 
referenced. 
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Preparers should avoid useless bulk in assessments and should concentrate 
.effmt and attentio11 i11j111p01tant issues. Verbose descliptions of the affected 
environment are themselves no measure of the adequacy of an EIA. 

(I) Environmental consequences of proposed action 

111is key section provides the scientific and analytic basis for identifying and 
evaluating 1he environmental impacts of the proposed action. Impacts include: 

-
I . Direct and indirect effects and their significance, including biologicaV 

ecological, health, histmic or cultural resource impacts; 
2. Natural ordepletable resource requirements of the project including 

any iffeversible or im:hievable conmritments of resources affected 
if the proposal is implemented. 

3. Adverse envir01m1ental effects which cmmot be avoided if the 
proposal is implemented; . 

4. A statement evaluating the significance ofimpacts. 

(g) Mitigatory Measures 

Feasible and implementable mitigatmy measures should be submitted. 

(b) MonitoringPlan 

11ns section should include following 

• Parametous to be menitoured with prequenties 
• Institutional respmisibility mid procedures forrepmting 

26 
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(i) List of preparers 

The EIA should list the names, together with their qualifications ( expe1tise, 
experience professional disciplines) of the persons who were primarily 
responsible for preparing the EIA or its significant background papers. 

0) EIA Appendix 

If an agency prepares an appendix to an EIA it should: 

a. Consist of material prepm·ed in c01mection with m1 EIA ( as distinct 
from material winch is not so prepared m1d winch is incmporated 
by reference); 

b. Nonnally consist of material which substantiates any analysis 
fundamental to the impact assessment; 

c. Normally be analytic and relevant to the decision to be made; 
d. Be circulated with the EIA or be readily available on request 

27 
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B. GENERALGUIDEFORPREPARING EIAS 

1. Page limits 

TI1e text ofEJAs (excluding appendices) should nmmally be less than 50 pages. 
For proposals ofunusual scope or complexity it should normally be no more 
than l 00 pages. 

2. Writing 

Envir01m1ent impact assessments should be written in plain language and may 
use appropriate graphics so that decision makers. and the public can readily 
understand them. PPs or consulting entities should employ wiiters or editors to 
write, review or edit assessments that will be based upon the analysis and 
suppmting data form natmal and social sciences. 

3. Language 

lEEs/E!As may be in English, Sinhala orTm1iil, but PPs must be advised that it 
may become necessary for the document to be made available to the public in 
Sinhala and Tamil at the public h1spection. 

4. Incorporation by reference 

PPs should incorporate matelial into an EIA by reference when the effect will 
be to reduce bulk without impeding agency and public review of the action. 

5. Incomplete or unavailable information 

When a PP is evaliiathigreasonably foreseeable significant adverse effects on 
the environment in an EIA and there is incomplete orwiavailable information, 
the PP should always made clear that such infonnation is lacking. 

28 
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1. 

2. 

6. 

Ifthe h1cornplete intb1111a!Ionrelevantto reasonably toreseeabte s1gmncam 
adverse impacts is essential to a reasoned choice among alternatives 
and the overall costs of obtaining it are not exorbitant, the PP should 
include the infonnation h1 the EIA. 

Ifthe h1f01111ation relevant to reasonably foreseeable significant adverse 
impacts cmmot be obtained because costs of obtaining it are exorbitant 
or the means to obtain the data m·eunknowii, the PP should include 
within the EIA. 

• a statement that such inf01111ation is h1complete orunavailable; 

• a statement regarding the relevance of the incomplete or 
unavailable infonnation to an evaluation of reasonably 
foreseeable significant adverse in1pacts on the enviromnent. 

• An analysis of m1y significant risks to and impacts on, the 
enviromnent based on a "worst case" eventuality ( such as the 
burstlllg of a darn, explosion of a refinery or nuclem h1cident 
from a nuclear poser plant). 

Extended benefit cost analysis 

As it would facilitate the final decision making, project proponents are 
encouraged to use Extended Benefit CostAnalysis for the project alternatives· 
considered. Guidelh1es prepared by CEA on Extended Benefit Cost Analysis 
is provided inAppendix-8. 

7. Methodology and scientific accuracy 

PPs should ensrn~ the professional integiity, h1cludh1g scientific integi·ity of the 
discussions and analyses in EIAs. They should identify any methodologies 
used and should make explicit reference by footnote to the scientific m1d other 
sources relied upon for conclusions in the assessment. A PP may place 
discussion of methodology in an appendix. The CEA is in the process of 
prepming a doc1m1ent on E!Amethodology. 

29 
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C. PROJECT PROPONENT'S RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 

PPs should assess and consider comments made by the public, agencies and 
.the PM and should respond by one or more of the means listed below, stating 

. its response in the final assessment. Possible responses are to: 

I. 

2. 

3. 

Modify altematives including the proposed action, m1d/or incmporate 
mitigating measures. 

Develop and evaluate alternatives not previously given serious 
consideration by the PP. 
Supplement, in1prove or modify its ai1alysis 

4. Make factual coffections 

5. Explain why the comments do not watTant further PP response citing 
the sources, authotities or reasons which support the PP's position 
mid if approp1iate, indicate those circumstances which would nigger 
PP's reappraisal or furtherresponse. · 

1 

APPENDIX3 

Forms 

I) AcknowledgementofPreliminaiy Infmmation 

2) Inadequacy ofPreliminmy hlfotmation 

3) Scoping notice 

4) ToRnotice 
(4a) For JEE 
(4b) ForEIA 

5) Receipt of JEER I EIAR 

6) Notice ofadequacy ofEIAR 

7) NoticeofinadequacyofEIAR 

8) Public comment notice 

9) Public heating notice 

I 0) Notice calling for project proponent to respond to public 
comments 

11) Final decision cin JEER/EIAR 
(Ila) Gnmtingapproval(EIAR) 
(11 b) Refusing approval (EIAR) 
( 11 c) Granting approval (JEER) 
(llc) Refusingapproval(JEER) 

12) Public notice of final decision 
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1) ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF PRELIMINARY 
INFORMATION 

We acknowledge receipt of prelirninaty infotmation sent by you on the proposed 
(,iame of the project .. , .......... ... J for which you have sought approval under 
Part IV C of the National Envir01m1ental Act No. 47 of! 980 as amended by 
Act No. 56 of 1988. This infmrnation will be subjected to environmental 
scoping in order to detetmine whether what is required is atl IEE report or EIA 
repott and the tem1s of reference therefore. Our detemtination will be sent to 
you, in tenns ofregulation 6 (iii) of the National Environmental (procedme for 
approval of projects) Regulations No. 1 of! 993. 

PAA 
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2) INADEQUACYOFPRELIMINARYINFORMATION 

This is to notify you that the information supplied by you on the (name of 
the Project ... , , .) for which you have sought approval under Patt IV C of 
the National Envii-onmentalActNo. 47 ofl980 as atnended by Act No. 56 of 
1988 is inadequate to be treated as "Preliminaty Information" for tl1e put1JOSes 
oftl1e National Environmental (procedut-e for approval of projects), Regulations 
No. 1 of! 993. In particular you have not yet submitted tl1e following info1mation:-

[, .. ,.,,,,,, ... ,,,, .. , 

2 .................... .. 

3 .................... ,, 

4. .. ....... "" ....... ' 

It is in your inte1-est to submit this infonnation at yom earliest, since otl1erwise, 
we caimot take ai1y steps to process yom application for approval. 

PAA 

3 
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3) SCOPING NOTICE 

The proposed (name of project ....... ) initiated by the (project proponent 
........ .)is pending approval hy the (PAA ........... ) under section 23 AA 
(I) of the National Environmental Act In te1111s of Reg. 6(2) of the National 
Environmental (Procedure for approval of projects) Regulations No. I of 
1993, you are invited to attend a scoping meeting to be held at the 
(place .......... .) on the (date ...... ) at (time .......... ) in order to enable 
the (PAA ........ .. .) to determine whether what is required to be prepared 
by the (Project Proponeiu ...... .. ) is an IEE Report or EIA Report and to 
determine the issues to be covered in the IEE/EIA report. 

You are welcome to make your contributions orally or in writing. Your 
special c0111111ents on the following issues will be appreciated. 

1. ............ . 
2. 
3. 
4. 

A description of the project is annexed herewith. (Extract form Preliminmy 
Information) 

.................. 
PAA 
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4a) IEE TERMS OF REFERENCE NOTICE 

Further to environmental scoping held in te1111s ofregulation 6 (ii) of the 
National Environmental (Procedure for approval of projects) Regulations 
No. I of 1993, you are required to prepare an IEE report of the proposed 
(name o,f Project ... .. .) the terms of reference for which are attached 
hereto. 

Please submit the IEE rep01i together with (number ... ) copies thereof. 
The document should be translated into Sinhala & Tamil languages and 
(number ... .. ) copies thereof should also be furnished. 

PAA 
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4b) EIA TERMS OF REFERENCE NOTICE 

Further to environmental scoping held in terms ofregulation 6 (ii) of the 
National Environmental (Procedure for approval of projects) Regulations 
No. 1 of1993, you are required to prepare an EIA Repmi of the proposed 
(Name of Project ... .. .), the terms of reference for which are attached 
hereto. 

The EIA· repmi must address all matters referred to in the ToR. In the 
case if an EIAR, fails to address the matters referred to in the ToR it will 
render theEIAR inadequate and in tenns ofregulation No. 10 ofthe National 
Eiivironment (Procedure for approval of projects) Regulations No. 1 of 
1993, the (Project Proponent ....... ) will be required to make necessary 
amendments and resubmit the repmi. 

Please submit the EIA Repmitogether with (number ....... ) copies thereof 
The document should be translated into Sinhala & Tamil languages and 
(number .. .. ) copies thereof should also be fornished. 

PAA 
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5) RECEIPT OF EIAR/IEER 

We acknowledge receipt of the EIA/IEE repmi of the proposed (name of 
the Project .... ) submitted by you in terms of the National Environmental 
Act. 

PAA 
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6) NOTICE OF ADEQUACY OFEIAR 

This is to notify (project proponent ... .) that the EIA report submitted 
by you on(date ...... .... .) is prima facie, adequate and will be opened for 
public inspection and comment in terms of the National Environment 
(Procedure for approval of projects) Regulations No. I of1993. 

PAA 
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7) NOTICEOFINADEQUACYOFEIAR 

111is is to notify you, in te1111s ofRegnlation 10 of the National Environmental 
(procedure for approval of projects) Regulations No. 1 of 1993, that the 
EIA rep01i submitted by you on ( date ... .) is, prima facie, inadequate. In 
particular the EIA report has not addressed the following items refe1Ted to 
in theToR:-

I. .............. .. 
2 ............... .. 
3 ............... .. 
4. 

Please make necessary amendmimts to the EIA rep01t and re-subi11it the 
same together with (,1umber .. ... ) copies thereofand translations in Sinhala 
&Tmnil. 

PAA 
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8) PUBLIC COMMENTS NOTICE 

NOTIFICATION 
UNDER SECTION 23 BB, SUBSECTION (2) OF THE 

NATIONALENVIRONMENTALACT 

(name of the project .................. .. .) 
. The Report on the Environmental lmp,actAssessment study/Initial 

Environmental Examination Study of the proposed (name of the project) 
submitted by (project proponent .. .) under section 23 BB (I) of the 
National Environmental Act No. 4 7 of 1980 as amended by Act No. 56 of 
1988 and Act No 53 of 2000 will be available for inspection by the public 
at the following locations between 8.30 am and4.15 pm for a period of30 
days from the date of the advertisement ( except Sundays and Public 
Holida)'s). 

• • 
························ 

• • 
........................ ......................... 

Any member of the public may within 30 days submit their comments in 
writing on the above document to the (PAA ...... . .) 

PAA 
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9) PUBLICHEARINGNOTICE 

EIA STUDY OF THE PROPOSED (name of the project ... .. .) 

Furtl1er to the written comments received fotm the public in terms of section 
23 BB (3) of the National Environmental Act on theEIA study of the 
proposed (name of the project) submitted by the (Project Proponent .. .) 
under section 23 BB (i) of the National Environmental Act, it has been 
decided to hold a public hearing under section 23 BB (3) of the National 
Environmental Act. You are invited to attend the public hearing to be held 
at the (place ..... .) on the (date .... .) at (time .... .) and to make oral or 
written submission in support of your written comments. 

PAA 

CC: (Project Proponent) you are invited to attend this hearing. You 
may bring along the personnel who prepared the EIAR. 

NB Public hearing notice need only be served on those who have 
made written comment in response to the public inspection 
notice. 
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10) NOTICE CALLING FOR PROJECT PROPONENT TO 
RESPOND TO PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Annexed please find written comments received form the public {/ and 
further submissions/ comments/ evidence/ received during the public 
hearing held}* on the EIA report submitted by you. Please respond to 
these comments as fully as possible. Please note that we cannot process 
your application for approval fortheruntil we receive your responses. 

PAA 

Enclosed-copies of written comments/ submission/ evidence 

* {optional} 
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lla) FINAL DECISION ON EIAR (Granting approval) 

(name of the project ........ .. ) 
This is to info1111 you that the (Project Approving Agency ..... ) after study 
of the E!Areport of the proposed (name qfthe project ... .) and review of 
the comments received from the public and your responses to such 
comments, has decided, with the concurrence of the CEA, in terms of 
regulations 13 of the National Environmental (procedure for approval of 
projects). Regulations No. 1 of 1993, to grant approval for the 
implementation of the above project subject to the following conditions:-

!. The project should be concluded within (date ..... ) unless upon 
written application within thirty days prior to this date (project 

· approving agency ........ ) extends this time .. 
2 ............. .. 
3. 
4. 

We wish to draw your attention to regulation 17 which states; 

17.i A project proponent shall inform the appropriate Project Approving 
Agencyof-
(a) any alteration to a prescribed project approved under 

regulations 9 (i) and 13 (i) and/or · 
(b) the abandonment of such approved project 

n. The project proponent shall where necessmy obtain fresh approval 
in respect of any such alteratio11s that are intended to be made to 
such project. The ProjectApprovingAgency shall in consultation 
with the Authority determine the scope and format of the 
supplemental repmi required to be submitted for such alterations. 

iii. The project proponent shall, where.a project is abandoned, restore 
1he project site to a condition as a specified by the Project Approving 
Agency. 

PAA 

43 
. GUIDANCE FOR IEE/EIA PROCESS 2006 

·I I 1 

I 
I' 
i I 

I 

It, 
,! 

11: 

I 
II.• !ii 

1
·1.: 
''I 



llb) FINAL DECISION OF EIAR (Refusing approval) 

(name of the project ............ .... .) 

This is to inform you that the (Project Approving Agency) after study _of 
the EIA report of the proposed (name of the project ..... .) and review of 
the comments received f01111 the public and yomresponse to such conu11ents, 
has decided with the concurrence of the CEA, in terms ofregulations 13 ' . . 
of the National Environmental (procedure for approval of projects) 
Regulations No. I of 1993, to refuse approval for implementation of the 
above project for the following reasons. · 

1. ............ . 

2. ············· 
3. . ........... . 

PAA 
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llc) FINAL DECISION ON IEER (Granting approval) 

(name of the project ........ .) 

This is to inform you that the (Project Approving Agfncy ... .. . .) after study 
of the IEE report of the proposed (name of the project .... ) has decided, 
in terms ofregulations 9 (i) of the National Environmental (Procedure for 
approval of projects). Regulations No. I of 1993, to grant approval for 
the implementation of the above project subject to the following conditions:-

1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 

The project should be concluded within (date.) unless upon 
written application within thirty days prior to this date (project 
approving agency) extends this time. 

We wish to draw your attention to regulations 17 which states: 

17. i. a project proponent shall inform the appropriate Project 
Approving Agency of-

( a) any alteration to a prescribed project approved 
under regulations 9 (i) and 13 (i); and/or 

(b) the abandonment of such approved project 

11. The project proponent shall where necessaiy obtain fresh 
approval in respect of any such alterations that are intended to 
be made to such project. The Project Approving Agency 
shall in consultation with the Authority determine the scope 
and f01111at of the supplemental rep01trequired to be submitted 
for such alterations. 

m. The project proponent shall, where a project is abandoned, 
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restore the project site to a c011dition as specified by the 
- -eProjectApprovingAgency. 

·····-···············-·-··-··· 
PAA 
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lld) FINAL DECISION ON IEER (Refusing approval) 

(name of the project ... .............. .) 

This is to inform you that the (Project Approving Agency ... .) after s!1tdy 
of the IEE report of the proposed (name of the project .. .) has decided, 
in terms ofregulation 9 (i) of the National environmental (Procedure for 
approval of projects), Regulations No. I of 1993, to refose approval for 
implementation of the above project for the following reasons. 

I. ............ . 
2. 
3. 

PAA 
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12. PUBLICNOTICEOFFINALDECISION 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACT 
PUBLIC NOTICE OF FINAL DECISION (EIAR) 

(PROJECT APPROVING AGENCY, .... ) 

(name of project ....... ) 

NOTIFICATION UNDER SECTION 23 BB (4) 

This is to inform the public that after a study of the EIA report of the above 
project, review of the comments received from the public and the proiect 
proponents responses to such comments the (PAA ....... ..... .) has dec'.ded, 
with the concmTence of the CEA, m terms ofregulat1on 13 of the Nat10nal 
Environmental (Procedure for approval of projects) Regulations No. 1 of 
1993 to grant approval for the implementation of the above proJect subject 
to specified tenns and conditions. 

.................................... 
PAA 
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Appendix4 

PROJECTS AND UNDERTAKINGS PRESCRIBED BY THE HON 
MINISTER IN CHARGE OF THE SUBJECT OF ENVIRONMENT 
FOR WHICHAPPROVALSHALLBENECESSARYUNDER THE 
PROVISIONS OF PART IV C OF THE NATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL ACT (AS CONTAINED IN GAZETTES 
(EXTRA-ORDINARY NO. 772/22 OF 24n, JUNE 1993, NO. 1104/ 
22 OF 6m NOVEMBER 1999 AND 1108/1 OF 29TH NOVEMBER 
1999) 

SCHEDULE 
Partl 

PROJECTS AND UNDERTAKINGS IF LOCATED WHOLLY OR 
PARTLY OUTSIDE THE COASTAL ZONE AS DEFINED BY 
COAST CONSERVATION ACT NO. 57 OF 1981 (Fig I) 

1. All river basin.development and irrigation projects excluding minor 
iJTigation works (as defined by I11'igation Ordinance chapter453) 

2. Reclamation ofland, wetland area exceeding 4 hectares 

· 3. Extraction of timber covering land area exceeding 5 hectares 

4. Conversion of forest covering an area exceeding 1 hectare into non
forestuses 

5. Clearing ofland areas exceeding 50 hectares 

6. Milling a11d Mineral Extractio11 

+ Inland deep mining and mineral extraction involving a depth exceeding 
25 meters 

4 
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+ Inland smface mining of cumulative areas exceeding IO hectares 
+ All off shore mining and mineral extractions. 
+ Mechanized mining and quanying operations of aggregate, marble 

Iimestm;e, silica, quarts.and decorative stone within I kilometer of an; 
residential or commercial areas 

7. Transportation systems 

+ Construction of national and provincial highway involving a length 
exceeding IO kilometers. 

• • • 
• 

Construction ofrailway !foes 
Construction of airpoits 
Construction of airships 
Els:pansion of airpmis or airstrips that increase capacity by 50 percent 
. or more 

8. Port and harbour development 

+ Conshuction ofpmts 
+ Construction ofharbours 
+ · Pmt e~pansion involving an amrnal increase of 50% or more in handling 

capacity per annum 

9. Power generation and transmission 

• • 

• • 

Construction ofhydroelecuic power stations exceeding 50 Megawatts 
Construct10n of thermal power plants having generation capacity 
exceedmg 25 Megawatts .at a single location or capacity addition 
exceedmg 25 Megawatts to existing plants 
Conshuction of nuclear power plants 
all renewable energy based elechicity generating stations exceeding 
50 Megawatts. 
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10. Tra11s111issio11 lines 

• Installation of overhead transmission lines of length exceeding IO 
kilometers and voltage above 50 kilovolts 

11. Housing and building 

• Integrated multi-development activities consisting of housing, indushy, 
commercial infrastiuctiire covering a land area exceeding IO hectares. 

12. Resettlement 

• Invol1mtary resettlement exceeding I 00 families other than resettlement 
effected under emergency situations . 

13. Water supply 

• All ground water exti·action projects of capacity exceeding Y, million 
cubic meters per day. 

• Construction of water treahnent plants of capacity exceeding Y, million 
cubic meters 

14. Pipelines 

• Laying of gas and liquid ( excluding water) transfer pipelines oflength 
exceeding I kilometer 

GUIDANCE FOR IEE/EIA PROCESS 2006 

t 
I 
' i 
' 

I ' 
I,! 
, Ii 

Ill! 
11

1 

till 

WI l 
j 



IS. Hotels 

+ Construction of hotels or holiday resorts or projects which provide 
recreational facilities exceeding 99 rooms or40 hectares, as the case 
may be 

16. Fisheries 

+ Aquaculture development projects of extent exceeding 4 hectares 
+ Construction offisheries harbours 
+ Fisheries harbour expansion projects involving an increase of 50% or 

more in fish handling capacity per annum 

17. All tunneling projects 

18. Disposal of waste 

+ Constmction of any solid waste disposal facility having a capacity 
exceeding 100 tons per day. 

+ Construction of waste treatment plants treating toxic or hazardous waste 

19. Development of all Industrial Estates and Parks exceeding an area of 
10 hectares 

20. Iro11 1111d Steel Industries 

+ Manufacture of iron and steel products of production capacity 
exceeding 100 tons per day using iron ore as raw material 

+ Manufacture of iron and steel products of production capacity 
exceeding 100 tons per day using scrap iron ore as raw material 
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+ Smelting of aluminium or copper or lead of production capacity 
exceeding 25 tons per day 

22. Basic Industrial Chemicals 

+ Fmrnulation of toxic chemicals of production capacity exceeding 50 
tons per day 

+ Manufacture of toxic chemicals of production capacity exceeding 25 
tons per day 

23. Pesticides and Fertilizers· 

+ Fonnulation of pesticides of combined production capacity exceeding 
50 tons per day 

+ Manufactme of pesticides of combined production capacity exceeding 
25 tons per day 

24. Petroleum and Petrochemical 

+ Petroleum refineries producing gasoline, foe] oils, illwninating oils, 
lubricating oils and grease, aviation and marine fuel and liquefied 
petroleum gas from crude petroleum 

+ Manufacture ofpetro-chemicals of combined production capacity 
exceeding 100 tons per day from production processes of oil refinery 
or natural gas separation. 

25. Tyre und Tube Industries 

+ Manufacture of tyre and tubes of combined production capacity 
exceeding 100 tons per day fonn natural or synthetic mbber 
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-~· ......... o-· J"'""""'"'"' .. ..,., 

+ Manufacture of ref med sugar of combined production capacity exceeding 
50 tons per day 

27. Cement and Lime 

+ Manufacture of Cement through production of clinker 
+ Manufacture oflime employing kiln capacity exceeding 50 tons per 

day 

28. Paper and Pulp 

+ Manufacture of paper or pulp of combined production capacity 
exceeding 50 tons per day. 

29. Spi1111i11g, Weaving and Fi11islti11g of Textiles 

+ Integrated cotton or synthetic textile mills employing spinning, weaving, 
dyeing and printing operations together of combined production 
capacity exceeding 50 tons per day 

30. Ta1111eries a11d Leather Fbtislti11g 

+ Chrome tmmeries of combined production capacity exceeding 25 tons 
per day 

+ Vegetable (bad<) of combined production capacity exceeding 50 tons 
per day 

Provided· however, where the projects and undertaking set out in items 20 to 30 are 
located within Industrial Estates and parks as described at (19) above, the approval 
shall not be necessary under the provisions of Part IV C of the Act. 

31. Industries which involved the manufacture, storage or use of Radio 
Active Materials as defined in the Atomic Energy Authority Act No. 
19 ofl 969 or Explosives as defined in the Explosives Act No. 21 of 

. 1956, excluding fornational security reasons. 

GUIIJANCE FOR IE~/EIA PROCESS 2006 

32. All projects and undertaking listed in Part I irrespective of their 
magnitudes and irrespective ofwhe!herthey are located in the coastal 
zone or not, iflocated wholly or pmiy within the areas specified in pmt 
III of the Schedule. 

32(a) Construction ofall commercial buildings as defined by the Urban 
. DevelopmentAuthority Law, Nq. 41 of 1978 and the construction of 

dweilling housing units, liTespectively of their magnitudes and 
irrespective of whether they are located in the coastal Zone or not, if 
located whlly or party withen the areas specified in Part III of this 
schedule. 

33. Iron and Steel 
34. Non-Fe1rnus Basic Metal 
35. Basic Industrial Chemicals 
36. Pesticides and Fe1tilizers 
37. Synthetic Resins, Plastic materials and Man-made Fibres 
38. Other Chemical Products 
39. Peh·oleum and Petro0chemica1Products 
40. Tyres and Tubes 
41. Manufacturing and Refining of Sugar 
42. Alcoholic Spirits 
43. MaltLiquorsandMalt 
44. Cement, clinker and Lime 
45. Non-metallic Mineral Products 
46. Pape1; Pulp and Paperboard 
4 7. Spitming, Weaving and Finishing ofTextile 
48. Tatmeries and Leather Finishing 
49. Shipbuilding and Repairs 
50. Raih-oadEquipment 
51. Motor Vehicles 
52. AirCraft 
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1. 

• 
• 

2. 

• 
• 

•• 

• 
• 

•• 

• 

rA1'\.1 111 

Within 100 111 from the boundaries of or within any area declared 
under 

The National Heritage Wilderness Act No. 3 of 1988; 

The Forest Ordinance (Chapter 451 ); 

whether ornot such areas are wholly or pmtly within the Coastal 
Zone as defined in the Coast Conservation Act No. 57 of 1981. 

Within the following areas whether or not the areas are wholly or 
pmtly within the Coastal Zone: 

any erodable area declm·ed under the Soil Conservation Act (Chapter 
540) 

any Flood Area declared under the Flood Protection Ordinance 

(Chapter449) and any flood protection area declared under the Sri 

Lanka Land Reclamation and Development Corporation Act 15 of 

1968 as amended by Act No. 52 of 1982. 

60 meters from the bank of a public stream as defined in the Crown 

Lands Ordinance (Chapter454) and having a width.ofmorethen25 

meters at m1y point if its course. 

any reservation beyond the full supply level of a reservoir 

. m1y archaeological reserve, ancient orprotectedmomnnentas defined 

or declared under the Antiquities Ordinance (Chapter 188). 

any area declared under theBotanic Gardens Ordina11ce (Chapter 
446) 

within JOO meters from the boundaries oforwithin mw area declared 

as a Sanctuary under the Fauna and Flora Protection Ordinance 
(Chapter 469) 
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• w Hnm I vu meiers rrom me mgn tlooct Jevel contour ofor within a 

public lake as defined in the Crown Lands Ordinance (Chapter 454) 
including those declared under section 71 of the said Ordinance. 

In these regulations unless the context othe1wise requires; 

"hazm·dous waste" means any waste which has toxic, cmrnsive, flammable, 
reactive, radio active or infectious characteristics. 

"reservoir" means an expanse of water resulting from man made 
constructions across a river or a stream to store or regulate water. Its 
"environs" will include that area extending up to a distance of 100 meters 
from full supply level of the rese1voir inclusive of all islands falling within the 
reservoir. 

GUIDANCE FOR IEE/EIA PROCESS 2006 



ArrJ!,l~IJlA :i 

NATIONALENVtRONMENTAL(PROCEDURE FOR APPROVAL 
OF PROJECTS) REGULATIONS NO. I OF 1993 AS CONTAINED 
INGAZETTEEXTRA-ORDINARYNO. 772/22 OF24THJUNE 1993 

I. These Regulations may be cited as the National Environmental 
(Procedure for approval of projects) Regulations No. I of 1993. 

2. (i) A project proponent shall not perform the functions and duties of a 
Project Approving Agency. In the event ofa Proj.ectApproving 
Agency becoming a project proponent, the Authority shall designate 
an appropriate ProjectApprovingAgency. 

(ii) The Authority shall detennine the appropriate Project Approving 
Agency in case where more than one Project Approving Agency is 
involved. 

3. In respect of any prescribed project for which an Environmental 
ImpactAssessment Report is required the ProjectApprovingAgency 
shall grant its approval only with the concurrence of the Authority. 

1. Any devolution of the fui1ctions ofaProjectApprovingAgency to 
a Provincial Council, relating to the approval of projects shall be 
done only with the written concurrence of the Minister. 

2. A project proponent of any proposed prescribed project shall as 
early as possible submit to the project approving agency prelimina1y 
info1mation on the project requested by the appropriate pt;oject 
approving agency. 

6. (i) The project approving agency-shall acknowledge in wtiting receipt 
of such preliminaiy infonnation within six days (Fig 2). 
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( ll J 1Ile project approving agency shall in consultation with the Authority 
subject such preliminaiy infmmation to environmental scoping, in 
order to set the Tem1s ofReference for the Initial Environmental 
Examination Report or Envirorunental ImpactAssessment Repmi, 
as the case may be and in doing so the project approving agency 
may take into consideration the views of state agencies and the 
public. 

(iii) The project approving agency shall convey in writing to the project 
proponent the Tenns of Reference referred to in paragraph (ii) 
above within fourteen days in the case of an Initial Environmental 
Examination Repmi and thirty days in the case of an Envirollll1ental 
Impact Assessment Repmi form the date of aclmowledge receipt 
of the preliminaty information. 

(iv) Where, ifon envirorunental scoping the project approving agency 
considers that the preliminaiyinfonnation submitted by the project 
proponent as required in regulations 5 above, is adequate to be an 
Initial environmental Examination Repmi, the project approving 
agency shall proceed as specified hereinafter. 

7. (i) Eve1y project proponent shall submit to the project approving agency 
such number of copies of the Initial Environmental Examination 
Report as required by the ProjectApprovingAgency. 

(ii) Upon receipt of an Initial Environmental Examination report the 
Project Approving Agency shall submit a copy thereof to the 
Authority, and by prompt notice published in the Gazette and in 
one national newspaper published daily in the Sinhala, Tamil and 
English languages, invite the public to make written comments, if 
any, thereon to the Project Approving Agency, within thitiy days 
from the date of first appearance of the notice, either in the Gazette 
or in the newspaper. 
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(m) TlJe notice reien-ed to in paragrapll ( u) above slmil ~pec1ty tile tunes 
and places at which the repmtshall be made available for pubhc 

(iv) 

8. (i) 

inspection. 

The Project Approving Agency shall make available wpies o'.the 
report to any person interested to enable him to make copies thereof. 

It shall be the duty of the Project Approving Agency, upon 
completion of the period of public inspection, to forward.to the_ 
project proponent the comments received from. the pubhc, fo1 
review and response, wi1l1in six days from the date of completion 
of the period of public inspection. 

(ii) The project proponent shall in writing respond to such comments 
to the Project Approving Agency. 

9. Upon receipt of such responses refe!1'ed t~ inregulafon 8 (ii). above, 
the Project Approving Agency shall w1tlun a penod ofs1x days 

either. 

(i) grant approval for the implementation of the proposed project 
subject to specified conditions; or 

(ii) refuse approval for the implementation of the proposed project 
with reasons for doing so. 

10. Upon receipt ofan Environmental I1~1p.actAssessment Repo1t the 
Project Approving Agency shall, w1thm fourteen days, detennme 
whether the matters referred to by the Terms of Reference as s~t 
out in regulation 6 (11) above are a?dressed an.d 1fthe report 1s 
determined to be inadequate the ProJectApprovmgAgency shall 
require the project proponent to ?1ake nece~sary amendments and 
re-submit the repott, together with the reqmred number of copies .. 
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I 1 .(i) Upon receipt of the repmi, as specified in regulation 10 above, the 
Project Approving agency shall submit a copy thereof to the 
Authority and by prompt notice published in the Gazette and in one 
national newspaper published daily in the Sinhala, Tamil and English 
languages invite the public to make written comments, ifany, tl1ereon 
to theProjectApprovingAgencywithin thirty days form the date 
of the first appearance of the notice, either in the Gazette or in tl1e 
newspaper. 

(Ii) TI1e notification shall specify the time and places at which tl1e repoit 
shall be made available for public inspection. 

(iii) The Project approving Agency shall make available copies of the 
repmt to any person interested to enable him to make copies thereof. 

12 It shall be dnty ofa Project Approving Agency, upon completion of 
the period of public inspection or public hearing, ifheld, to forward 
to the project proponent comments received for review and 
response, within six days. The Project Proponent shall respond to 
such comments in writing to the Project approving Agency. 

13. Upmi receipt of such responses as refe!1'ed to in regulation 12 
above, the Project Approving Agency shall with the concuffence 
oftheAuthoiity, within thirty days eitl1ei: 

(!) grantapproval for the implementation of the proposed project 
subject to specified conditions; or 

(ii) refuse approval for the implementation of the proposed project, 
with reasons for doing so. 

14. It shall be the duty of all ProjectApprovingAgencies to forward to 
the Authority·a report which contaiiis a plan to monitor the 
implementation of every approved project, within tl1itty days form 
granting ofapproval under regulations 9 (i) and 13 (i) by such agencies. 
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15. The ProjectApprovingAgency shall publish in the Gazette and in 
one national newspaper published daily in the Sinha la, Tamil and 
English languages the approval ofanyproject as determined under 
regulations 9 (i) and 13 (i) hereto. 

16. (i) The ProjectApprovingAgency shall specify a period within which 
the approved project shall be completed. 

(ii) a project proponent may, within thilty days prior to expiry of such 
period, make an application in writing to the Project Approving 
Agency for an extension of time for the completion of the proposed 
prescribed project. 

17. (i) a project proponent shall inform the appropriate Project approving 
Agencyof 

(a) any alteration to a prescribed project approved under 
· regulations 9 (i) and 13 (i); and/or 

(b) the abandonment of such approved project 

(ii) The project proponent shall where necessary obtain fresh approval 
in respect of any such alterations that are intended to be made to 
such project. The ProjectApprovingAgency shall in consultation 
with the authority determine the scope and format of the 
supplemental report required to be submitted for such alterations. 

(iii) The project proponent shall, where a project is abandoned, restore 
the project site to a condition as specified by the Project Approving 
Agency. 

18. The Project Approving Age11cy shall communicate to the Project 
Proponent the administrative charges to be levied by the Project 
Approving Agency for the pmposes of the approval of projects. The 
ProjectApprovingAgency shall follow the procedure set out in. 
guideli11es prepared by the Authority. 
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19. In the regulations 

· "Authority" means the Central Environm~ntalAuthority; 

''Project l;'roponent'' means any Government Department, Corporation, 
Statutory Board, Local Authority, Company, Film or Individual who 
submits any prescribed project for approval; 

"prelhninaty infmmation" shall include a description of the nature, scope 
and location of the proposed project accompanied by location maps 
and any other data as may be requested for by the Project Approving 
Agency; 

"Environmental scooping" means dete1111ining the range and scope of 
proposed actions, alternatives and impacts to be discussed in an Initial 
Envirolllnental· Examination Report or Environmental Impact 
Assessment Repmi; . 

"Repmi" means an Initial environmental Examination Repmi oran 
environmental Impact Assessment Report as the case may; and "days" 
means any day other than a public holiday as defined by the Holiday 
Act No. 29 of 1971. 
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APPENDIX6 

PROJECT APPROVING AGENCIES SET OUT IN THE GAZETTE 
EXTRA-ORDINARY NO. 859/14 OF 23"° FEBRUARY 1995 AND 
GAZETTE EXTRA ORDINARY N0.1373/6 OF 29m DECEMBER 
2004. 

The respective Ministties to which the following subjects are assigned:-
( a) NationalPlam1ing · 

1. 

(b) ln'igation 
(c) Energy. 
( d) Agricultme 
(e) Lands 
(f) 
(g) 
(h) 
(i) 
0) 
(k) 

0) 
(rn) 
(n) 

Forests 
Industries 
Housing 
Construction 
Transport 
Highways 
Fisheries 
Aquatic Resources 
Plantation Industries 

2. The Department of Cost Conservation 

3. The Department of Wild Life Conservation 

4. The Urban Development Authority established by the Urban 
Development Law, No.41 of! 978 

5. The Central Environmental Authority established by the National 
Environmental Act, No. 47 of 1980 

6. The Geological Survey and mines Bureau established by the Mines 
and Minerals Act, No. 33 ofl992 
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,1 

7. ATheNCeylon Tourist Board established by the Ceylon tourist Board 
ct o.10ofl966 ' 

8. The MahaweliAuthority of Sri Lanka established by the Mahaweli 
Authonty of Sri Lanka, Act No. 23 ofl 979. 

9. ~h~ Bobard ofinvestment of Sri Lanka established by the Greater 
. . o om o Economic Comn11ssion Law, No. 4 of I 978 
mteraha by Act No. 49 of 1992 . as amended 

10. Forest Depaitment 
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APPENDIX7 

I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

THE EIAPUBLICATIONS OF CEA 

Guidance for Implementing the Environment.al ImpactA~sessment 
(EIA) Process No. I A General Guide for ProJeCtApprovmgAgency 
(PAA), 2006. 

Guidance for Implementing the EIAProc~ss No. 2-'-A General 
. Guide for Conducting Environmental Scopmg- 2003. 

Environmental Guideline for Road and Rail Development in Sti Lanka, 
1997. 

Enviromnental Guideline for Agricultural Sector Projects- 1997. 

The Gazette Extraordinary No. 772/22 of 24th June 1993. 

The GazetteExtraordina1yNo. 859/14 of23rdFebruaty 1995 .. 

The Gazette Extraordinary No. 978/13, 24'" June 1997. 

The Gazette Extraordinary No. 1104/22 of 5'" November 1999. 

The Gazette Extraordinary No. 1108/1 of29'" November 1999. 

l 0. The Gazette Extraordinaty No U 59/22 of 22•d November 2000 

The Gazette Extraordinaty No 13 73/6 of29'h December 2004 11. 

12. The EIA Expetience in Sri Lanka 
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APPENDIX8 

AMENDED NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL (PROCEDURE 
FORAPPROVALOFPROJECTS) REGULATIONS SET OUT 

IN THE GAZETTE EXTRA' ORDINARY NO. 1159/22 OF 
22.11.2000 

National Environmental (procedure for approval of projects) Regulation 
No. I of 1993 published in Gazette Extraoi·dinaty No. 772/22 ofJune 24 . , 
1993 is hereby amended as follows:-

(I) fo regulation? therefore 

(a) by the substitution for paragraph (ii) thereofofthe 
following: 

(ii) upon receipt ofan Initial Environmental 
Examination Report, the ProjectApproving 
Agency shall submit a copy thereof to the 
Authority. 

(b) by the repel of paragraphs (iii) and (iv) of that regulation: 

(2) by the repeal of paragraphs (i) and (ii) of regulation 8 thereof: 

(3) by the substitution for regulation 9 thereof of the following: 

9. Upoi1 receipt of the Initial Envirornnental Examination of the Report, 
the ProjectApprovingAgency shall within a period of21 days -

CD grant approval for the implementation of the proposed project 
subject to specified conditions; or 

(ii) request the project proponent to submit an Environmental 
Impact Assessment rport; or 

0ii) refuse approval for the implementation of the proposed project 
with reasons for doing so. 
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Figure I 

The Sri Lanka Coastal Zone 

The 11Coastal Zone" is defined in the Coast Conservation Act as ....... 

"That area lying within a Hmit.,of three hundred meters landwards of the Mean 
High W~ter Line and a limit of two kilometers seawards of the Mean Low Water 
Line and in the case of rivers, streams, lagooms, or any other body of water 
connected to the sea either permanently or periodically, the _landward boundary 
shall exti::nd to a limit of two kilometers measured perpendicular to the straight 
base line drawn between the natural entrance point thereof and shall include 
waters of such rivers, streams and lagoons or any other body of water so 

connected to the sea". 

By ddilrnlion the nnlurul cnlrnncc points urc dcfinccl wilh respect lo the mcnn low waler line. 
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