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DENR Administrative Order
No. 2003-30
June 30, 2003 @

SUBJECT I mplementing Rules and
Regulations (IRR) for  the
Philippine Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) System.

Conggent with the continuing effort of the Depatment of
Environment and Naturd Resources (DENR) to rationdize and
dreamline the implementation of the Philippine Environmenta
Impact Statement (EIS) System edtablished under Presidentid
Decree (PD) N0.1586, Presidential Proclamation No0.2146 defining
the scope of the EIS System and pursuant to Adminigtrative Order
No.42 issued by the Office of the Presdent on November 2, 2002,
the following rules and regulations are hereby promulgated,

ARTICLE |
BASIC POLICY, OPERATING PRINCIPLES, OBJECTIVES
AND DEFINITION OF TERMS

Section 1. Basic Policy and Operating Principles

Consgent with the principles, of sustainable development,
it is the policy of the DENR to implement a systems-oriented and
integrated approach to the EIS system to ensure a rationa balance
between  socio-economic  devdopment  and  environmentd
protection for the benefit of present and future generations.

The following ae the key operding principles in the
implementation of the Philippine EIS System:

a The EIS Sygem is concened primarily with assessng the
direct and indirect impacts of a project on the biophysica and
human environment and ensuring that these impacts ae
addressed by gppropriate  environmental protection and
enhancement measures.
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b. The EIS Sysem ads proponents in  incorporéing
environmenta consgderations in planning their projects as well
asin determining the environment'simpact on their project.

c. Project proponents ae responsble for determining and
disclosng dl reevant information necessxy for a methodica
assessment of the environmentd impacts of their projects,

d. The review of the EIS by EMB shdl be guided by three generd
citeia (1 ) tha environmental consderations are integrated
into the overdl project planning, (2) that the assessment is
technicdly sound and proposed environmentad mitigation
measures are effective, and (3) that socid acceptability is based
on informed public participation;

e. Effective regulatory review of the EIS depends largdy on
timdy, full, and accurae disclosure of rdevant information by
project proponents and other stakeholdersin the EIA process,

f. The socid acceptability of a project is a result of meaningful
public participation, which shdl be assessed as pat of the
Environmentd Compliance Caertification (ECC) gpplication,
based on concens related to the project's environmenta
impacts;

g The timdines prescribed by this Order, within which an
Environmentd Compliance Certificste must be issued or
denied, apply only to processes and actions within the
Environmentd Management Bureau's (EMB) control and do
not include actions or activities that are the respongbility of the
proponent.

Sec. 2. Objective

The objective of this Adminidrative Order is to raiondize
and dreamline the EIS Sysem to make it more effective as a
project planning and management tool by:

a. Making the Systerm more respongive to the demands and needs
of the project proponents and the various stakeholders;
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Clarifying the coverage of the System, and updating it to take
into consderation indudtriad and technologica innovaions and
trends;

Sandardizing requirements to ensure focus on  criticd
environment parameters,

Simplifying procedures for processng ECC applications, and
establishing messures to ensure adherence to ECC conditions
by project proponents, and

Asauring that criticd environmental concerns are  addressed
during project development and implementation.

Sec. 3. Definition of Terms

For the purpose of this Order, the following definitions

shall be applied:

a

Certificate of Non-Coverage -a cetification issued by the EMB
certifying that, based on the submitted project description, the
project is not covered by the EIS System and is not required to
secure an ECC.

Co-located projects/undertakings -projects, or series of smilar
projects or a project subdividedto severad phases and/or stages
by the same proponent, located in contiguous aress.

Environment- Surrounding air, water (both ground and
aurface), land, flora, fauna, humans and their interrelations.

Environmentd  Compliance  Cetificale (ECC) -document
issued by the DENR/EMB after a postive review of an ECC
goplication, certifying that based on the representations of the
proponent, the proposed project or undertaking will not cause
ggnificant negaive environmentd impact. The ECC dso
catifies tha the proponent has complied with dl the
requirements of the EIS sysem and has committed to
implement its gpproved Environmentd Management Plan. The
ECC contains specific measures and conditions that the project
proponent has to undertake before and during the operation of a
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project, and in some cases, during the project's abandonment
phase to mitigate identified environmenta impacts.

e. Environmentdly Criticd Area (ECA) -area ddineated as
environmentaly sendtive such tha Sg-nificant  environmenta
impacts are expected if certain types of proposed projects or
programs are located, developed or implemented init.

f.  Environmentdly Criticd Project (ECP) -project or program
tha has high potentid for dgnificant negative environmenta
impact.

g. Environmenta Guarantee Fund (EGF) -fund to be set up by a
project proponent which shdl be readily accessble and
disourssble for the immediate clearup or rehabilitation of
aress dffected by damages in the environment and the resulting
deterioration of environmenta qudity as a direct consequence
of a project's congruction, operation or abandonment. It shdl
likewise be used to compensate paties and communities
affected by the negative impacts of the project, and to fund
community-based environment related projects including, but
not limted to, information and education and emergency
preparedness programs.

h. Environmenta Impact Assessment (EIA) -process that involves
evduating and predicting the likdy impacts of a project
(induding cumulative impacts) on the environment during
construction, commissoning, operation and abandonment. It
ads includes desgning appropriate preventive, mitigating and
enhancement measures addressng these consequences to
protect the environment and the community's wedfare. The
process is undertaken by, among others, the project proponent
and/or EIA Conaultant, EMB, a Review Committee, affected
communities and other stakeholders.

i.  Environmenta Impact Assessment Consultant -aprofessond
or group of professionals commissioned by the proponent to
prepare the EISIEE and other related documents. In some
cases, the person or group referred to may be the proponent's
technica dtaff.
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Environmental  Impact Assessment  Review  Committee
(EIARC) -a body of independent technica experts and
professonals of known probity from various fidds organized
by the EMB to evaduate the EIS and other related documents
and to make agppropriate recommendations regarding the
issuance or non-issuance of an ECC.

. Environmentd Impact Statement (EIS) -document, prepared
and submitted by the project proponent and/or EIA Consultant
that serves as an application for an ECC. It is a comprehensve
dudy of the dgnificant impacts of a progect on the
environment. It incdudes an Environmentd Management
Plan/Program that the proponent will fund and implement to
protect the environment.

Environmental Management PlavProgran (EMP) section in
the ES tha detals the prevention, mitigation, compensation,
contingency and monitoring measures to enhance positive
impacts and minimize negative impacts and risks of a proposed
project or undertaking. For operating projects, the EMP can
aso be derived from an EMS.

. Environmenta Management Sysems (EMS) -refers to the
EMB PEPP EMS as provided for under DAO 2003-14, which
is a pat of the overdl management sysem of a project or
organization that includes environmentd policy, organizationd
dructure,  planning  activities,  responghilities,  practices,
procedures, processes and resources for  developing,
implementing, achieving, reviewing and mantaning an
improved overal environmenta performance.
Environmentd Monitoring Fund (EMF) -fund that a proponent
ghal st up dfter an ECC is issued for its project or
undertaking, to be used to support the activities of the multi-
parttite monitoring team. It shdl be immediately accessble and
easly disbursable.

. Environmentd  Peformance -capability of proponents to
mitigate environmenta impacts of projects or programs.
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. Environmental Performance Report and Management Plan
(EPRMP) - documentation of the actud cumulative
environmenta impacts and effectiveness of current measures
for sngle projects that ae dready operaiing but without
ECC's, i.e, Category A-3. For Category B-3 projects, a
checklist form of the EPRMP would suffice.

. Environmentd  Risk Assessment (ERA) -assessment, through
the use of universdly accepted and scientific methods, of risks
asociated with a project. It focuses on determining the
probability of occurrence of accidents and their magnitude (e.g.
falure of containment or exposure to hazardous materias or
gtuations.)

. EMS-based EMP -environmenta management plan based on the
environmental management sysem (EMS) dandard as defined
inthe DAO 2003-14.

Initid Environmental Examination (IEE) Report -document
gmilar to an EIS, but with reduced details and depth of
assessment and discussion.

Initid  Environmentd Examination (IEE) Checklis Report -
amplified checklist verson of an IEE Report, prescribed by the
DENR, to be filled up by a proponent to identify and assess a
projects environmentd  impacts and the  mitigaion/
enhancement measures to address such impacts.

. Multipartite Monitoring Team (MMT) -community-based multi-
sectora team organized for the purpose of monitoring the
proponent's compliance with  ECC conditions, EMP and
applicable laws, rules and regulations.

Programmatic  Environmentd  Impact Statement  (PEIS) -
documentation of comprehendve <udies on  environmentd
basdine conditions of a contiguous area. It dso includes an
asessment of the carrying capacity of the area to absorb
impacts from co-located projects such as those in indudrid
estates or economic zones (ecozones).

. Programmatic  Environmentd  Performance Report and
Management Plan (PEPRMP) -documentation of actud
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bb.

dd.

ee.

cumuldive environmenta impacts of co- located projects with
proposas for expandgon. The PEPRMP should dso describe
the effectiveness of current environmental mitigetion measures
and plansfor performance improvement.

Project Description (PD) -document, which may dso be a
chapter in an EIS, that describes the nature, configuration, use
of raw materids and naturd resources, production system,
waste or pollution generation and control and the activities of a
proposed project. It includes a description of the use of human
resources as wdl as activity timdines, during the pre
congruction, congtruction, operation and abandonment phases.
It is to be used for reviewing co-located and single projects
under Category C, aswdll asfor Category D projects.

Project or Undertaking -any activity, regardless of scde or
megnitude, which may have dgnificant impact on the
environmen.

Proponent - any natura or juridicd person intending to
implement a project or undertaking.

Public Participation -open, transparent, gender-sendtive, and
community- based process amed a ensuring the social
acceptability of a project or undertaking, involving the broadest
range of dakeholders, commencing a the earliet possble
dage of project design and development and continuing until
post-assessment monitoring.

Procedura Review -phase in the ECC gpplication review
process to check for the completeness the required documents,
conducted by EIAM Divison a the EMB Centrd Office or
Regiond Office.

Process Industry -an industry whose project operation stage
involves chemicd, mechanica or other processes.

Scoping -the sage in the EIS System where information and
project impact assessment requirements are established to
provide the proponent and the stakeholders the scope of work
and terms of reference for the EIS.

Secretary -the Secretary of the DENR,
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ff. Socid Acceptability -acceptability of a project by affected
communities based on timely and informed participation in the
EIA process paticularly with regard to environmenta impacts
that are of concern to them.

gg. Stakeholders -entities who may be directly and ggnificantly
affected by the project or undertaking.

hh. Subgtantive Review -the phase in the EIA process whereby the
document submitted is subjected to technical evaudtion by the
EIARC.

ii. Technology -dl the knowledge, products, processes, tools,
methods and sysems employed in the creation of goods or
providing services.

ARTICLE I

ECC APPLICATION PROCESSING AND APPROVAL
PROCEDURES

Sec. 4. Scope of the EI S System

4.1 In generd, only projects that pose potentid sSgnificant impact
to the environment shdl be required to secure ECC's. In
coordination with the Depatment of Trade and Industry (DTI)
and other concerned government agencies, the EMB is
authorized to update or make appropriate revisons to the
technica guiddinesfor EIS Sysem implementation.

4.2 The issuance of ECC or CNC for a project under the EIS
System does not exempt the proponent from securing other
government permits and clearances as required by other laws.

In determining the scope of the EIS System, two factors are
conddered: (i) the nature of the project and its potentia to
caue ggnificant negative environmenta impacts, and (ii) the
sengtivity or vulnerability of environmenta resources in the
project area.

4.3 The specific criteria for determining projects or undertakings to
be covered by the EIS System are asfollows:
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a. Characterigtics of the project or undertaking
Size of the project
Cumulative nature of impacts vis-a-vis other projects
Use of natura resources
Generation of waste and environment-reated nuisance
Environment-related hazards and risk of accidents

b. Location of the Project

Vulnerability of the project area to disturbances due to its
ecologica importance, endangered or protected status
Conformity of the proposed project to exising land use,
based on approved zoning or on nationd laws and
regulaions

Rddive abundance, quaity and regenerative capecity of
naturd resources in the aea, incduding the impact
absorptive cagpacity of the environment

C. Natureofthepotentld impact
Geographic extent of the impact and sze of affected
population
Magnitude and complexity of the impact
Likdlihood, duration, frequency, and revershility of the
impact
The following are the categories of projectsundertakings under the
EISsygem:

Category A. Environmentaly Criticd Proects (ECPs) with
ggnificant potentid to cause negative environmentd impacts

Category B. Projects that are not categorized as ECPs, but which
may cause negative environmentd impacts because they ae
located in Environmentdly Critical Areas (ECA'S)

Category C. Projects intended to directly enhance environmentd
qudity or address exiding environmentd problems not fdling
under Category A or B.
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Category D. Projects unlikely to cause adverse environmentd

impacts.

4.4 Proponents of co-located or single projects that fal under
Category A and B ae required to secure ECC. For co-located
projects, the proponent has the option to secure a Programmatic
ECC. For ecozones, ECC application may be programmatic
based on submisson of a programmatic EIS, or locator-specific
based on submission of project EIS by each locator.

45 Projects under Category C are required submit Project
Description.

4.6 Projects classfied under Category D may secure a CNC. The
EMB-DENR, however, may require such projects or
undertekings to provide additional environmenta safeguards as
it may deem necessary.

4.7 Proectdundetakings introducing new  technologies or
condruction technique but which may cause dSgnificant
negaive environmental impacts shdl be required to submit a
Project Description which will be used as bass by EMB for
screening the project and determining its category.

Sec. 5. Requirements for  Securing  Environmental

Compliance Certificate (ECC) and Certificate of
Non-Coverage (CNC)

5.1 Documentary Requirements for Proponents

ECC processng requirements shdl focus on information
needed to assess critical environmental impacts of projects.
Processng requirements shal be customized based on the
project categories.

The following is a summary of the required documents, the
processng, endorsng and deciding authorities for ECC/CNC
gpplications and timeframe for each category:

The following is a summary of the required documents, the

processing, endorsing and deciding authorities for ECC/CNC
goplications and timeframe for each project category:
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The totd maximum processng time reckons from the
acceptance of the ECC/CNC application for substantive review
up to the issuance of the decison

52 Forms and Contents of EIA Study Reports and Other
Documents Required Under the EIS System

The following are the different forms of EIA sudy reports and
documents required under the EIS Sysem. DENR employees
ae prohibited from taking pat in the preparation of such

documents.

The DENR/EMB gl limit to a maximum of two (2) officid
requests (in writing) to the project proponent for additiona
information, which shdl be made within the firg 75% of the
processing timeframe shown in Section 5.1.1.

5.2.1. Environmenta Impact Statement (EIS).

The EIS should contain &t least the following:

a

b.

C.

ElS Executive Summary;

Project Description;

Matrix of the scoping agreement identifying critical
issues and concerns, as vaidated by EMB;

Basdine environmentd conditions focusng on the
sectors (and resources) most significantly  affected
by the proposed action;

Impact assessment  focused on  Sgnificant
environmental  impacts (in reation to project
condruction/commissioning, operation and
decommissioning), taking into account cumulative
impects;

Environmentd Risk Assessment if determined by
EMB as necessary during scoping;

Environmental Management Program/Plan;

Supporting  documents,  including  technical/socio-
economic data used/generated; certificate of zoning
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viability and municipa land use plan; and proof of
consultation with stakeholders;

i. Proposas for Environmentd Monitoring and
Guarantee Funds including judtification of amount,
when required;

J. Accountability statement of EIA consultants and the
project proponent; and

k. Other clearances and documents that may be
determined and agreed upon during scoping.

5.2.2. Initid Environmental Examination (IEE) Report

IEE Report is smilar to an EIS, but with reduced detals
of data and depth of assessment and discusson.

It may be customized for different types of projects
under Category B. The EMB dhdl coordinate with
relevant government agencies and the private sector to
cutomize and update IEE Checkligs to further
dreamline ECC processing, especidly for smadl and
medium enterprises.

5.2.3. Programmatic Environmenta Impact Statement (PEIS)
The PEIS shdl contain the following:

a. Executive Summary;

b. Project Description;

c. Summary matrix of scoping agreements as validated
by EMB;

d. Eco-profiling of ar, land, water, and rlevant people
aspects;

e. Environmentd carrying capacity andyss,

Environmenta Risk Assessment (if found necessary

during scoping);

g. Environmentad Management Plan to include
alocation scheme for discharge of pollutants; criteria
for acceptance of locators, environmental

-
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management guidebook for locators, and
environmentd liability scheme

Duties of the Environmental Management Unit to be
Created,

Proposds for Environmental Monitoring & Guarantee
Funds and terms of reference for the Multi-partite
Monitoring Team, and

Other supporting documents and clearances that may
be agreed during the scoping.

524. Programmatic Environmenta Performance Report and
Management Plan (PEPRMP).

5.25.

The PEPRMP ghdl contain the following:

a

b.

Project Description of the co-located projects,
Documentation of the actud  environmenta
performance based on current/past  environmenta
management measures implemented, and

An EMP based on an environmenta management
system framework and standard set by EMS.

Environmental Performance Report and Management
Plan (EPRMP) .

The EPRMP shdl| contain the following

a

b.

C.

Project Description;

Basdine conditions for criticd  environmenta
parameters,

Documentation of the environmenta performance
based on the current/past  environmenta
management measures implemented;

Detailed comparative description of the proposed
project expanson and/or process modification with
corresponding materiad and energy bdances in the
case of process industries, and
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e.

EMP based on an environmentd management
system framework and standard set by EMB.

5.2.6. Project Description (PD)

The PO shdl be guided by the definition of terms and
ghd| contain the following:

op oo

o}

Description of the project;

Location and area covered,

Capitdization and manpower requirement;

For process indudries, a liging of raw materids to
be used, description of the process or manufacturing
technology, type and volume of products and
discharges

For Category C projects, a detailed description on
how  environmentd  efficency and  overdl
performance improvement will be attained, or how
an exiding environmentd  problem  will  be
effectively solved or mitigated by the project, and

A detalled locaion mgp of the impacted Ste
showing reevat features (e.g. dope, topography,
human settlements).

Timdinesfor congruction and commissoning

5.2.7. EMS-based EMP

The EMS-based EMP is an option that proponents may
underteke in lieu of the EPRMP for sngle projects
goplying for ECC under Category A-3 and B-3.

5.3 Public Hearing/Consultation Requirements

For projects under Category A1, the conduct of public hearing
as pat of the EIS review is mandatory unless otherwise
determined by EMB. For dl other undertakings, a public
hearing is not mandatory unless specificaly required by EMB.
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Proponents should initiate public consultations early in order to
ensure that environmentally relevant concerns of stakeholders
ae taken into condderation in the EIA sudy and the
formulaion of the management plan. All public consultations
and public hearings conducted during the EIA process are to be
documented. The public hearing/ consultation Process report
shdl be vdidaed by the EMB/EMB RD and shdl conditute
part of the records of the EIA process.

5.4 Documentation Requirements for DENR-EMB and EIA
Reviewers

The EMB Centrd Office aswell asthe EMB Regiond Offices
shall document the proceedings of the ECC gpplication process
and shdl set up and maintain relevant information management
systems. The documentation shdl, a a minimum, include the
fallowing:

5.4.1. Review Process Report

This is to be prepared by the EMB Central or EMB RO.
It is to be forwarded to the DENR Secretary or RD as
reference for decison-making and mantaned as part of
the records on the ECC agpplication. The report should
contain a least the following:

a.  Summary of the environmenta impects of the
undertaking. dong with the proposed mitigation and
enhancement measures,

b. Key issues/concerns and the. proponent's response to
these;

c. Documentation compliance with procedura
requirements,

d. Acceptability of proposed EMP including the
corresponding cost of mitigation EGF and EMF if
required;

e. Key basesfor the decision on the ECC application.
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5.4.2. EIARC Report

This report, to be prepared by the EIA Review
Committee, forms part of the EIS review documentation.
The EIARC Report shdl be written by the designated
member of the EIARC and sgned by al the members
within five days dter the find review medting. If an
EIARC member dissents he or she must submit a
memorandum to the EMB Director through the EIARC
Chairman his or her reasons for dissenting.

At aminimum the EIARC report should contain:

a Dealed assessment of the proposed mitigation and
enhancement measures for the identified environmentd
impacts and risks,

b. Destription of resdud or unavoidable environmenta
impacts despite proposed mitigation measures,

c. Documentation of compliance with
technical/substantive review criterig;

d. Key issuedconcerns and the proponent's response to
these, including socid acceptability measures,

e. Assessment of the proposed EMP (including risk
reduction/management plan) and amounts proposed for
the Environmentd  Guarantee Fund and the
Environmenta Monitoring Fund, and

f. Recommended decison regarding the ECC gpplication
aswell as proposed ECC conditions.

5.4.3. Decison Document

This is an officid letter regarding the decison on the
goplication. It may be in the foom of an Environmenta
Compliance Certificate or a Denid Letter. The ECC
shdl contain the scope and limitations of the approved
activities, as wel as conditions to ensure compliance
with the Environmentd Management Pan. The ECC
shdl dso specify the sdtting up of an EMF and EGF, if
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goplicable. No ECC gshdl be reeased until the
proponent has settled dl liabilities, fines and other
obligations with DENR.

A Denid Letter on the other hand shdl specify the
bases for the decision.

The ECC or Denid Letter shal be issued directly to the
project proponent or its duly authorized representative,
and receipt of the letter shal be properly documented.

The ECC of a project not implemented within five
years from its date of issuance is deemed expired. The
Proponent shdl have to gply for a new ECC if it
intends to pursue the project. The reckoning date of
project implementation is the date of ground breaking,
based on the proponent's work plan as submitted to the
EMB.

Sec. 6 Appeal

Any party aggrieved by the final decision on the ECC/CNC
goplications may, within 15 days from receipt of such decison, file
an gpped on the following grounds:

a. Grave abuse of discretion on the part of the deciding authority,
or
b. Seriouserrorsin the review findings.

The DENR may adopt dtenative conflict/dispute
resolution procedures as a means to SHtle grievances between
proponents and aggrieved parties to avert unnecessary legd action.
Frivolous gppeds shdl not be countenanced.

The proponent or any stakeholder may file an gpped to the
falowing:
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Deciding Authority Wheretofile the appeal

EMB Regiond Office Director Office of the EMB Director

EMB Centrd Office Director Office of the DENR Secretary

DENR Secretary Office of the Presdent

Sec. 7. The EIA Processin Relation to the Project
Planning Cycle

Proponents are directed under AO 42 to conduct
dmultaneoudy the environmenta impact sudy and the project
planning or feedhility sudy. EMB may vdidate whether or not the
EIS was integrated with project planning by requiring rdevant
documentary proofs, such as the terms of reference for the
feaghility study and copies of the feasibility study report.

The EMB shdl dudy the potentid gpplication of EIA to
policy-based undertakings as a further step toward integrating and
dreamlining the EIS system.

Sec. 8. EIS System Procedures
8.1 Manud of Procedures

8.1.1 The procedures to enable the processing of ECC/CNC
goplications within the timeframes specified in AO 42
ghal be prescribed in a Procedurd Manua to be issued
by the EMB Centra Office within ninety (90) days from
the date of this Order.

8.1.2. The Manua of Procedures shal be updated & the need
aises to continudly shorten the review and
goprovd/denid timeframes where feadble. Formulation
of sad procedures shdl conform to the following
guiddines
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8.2 Processing Timeframe

8.2.1.

If no decison is made within the specified timeframe,
the ECC/CNC agpplication is deemed automaticaly
goproved and the gpproving authority shdl issue the
ECC or CNC within five (5) working days after the
prescribed processing timeframe has lapsed. However,
the EMB may deny issuance of ECC if the proponent
fals to submit required additiond information critica
to deciding on the ECC/CNC agpplication, despite
written request from EMB and despite an adequate
period for the proponent to comply with the sad
requirement;

8.2.2. In cases where ECC issuance cannot be decided due to

8.2.3.

the proponent's inability to submit required additiond
information within the prescribed period, the EMB shdl
return the application to the proponent. The project
proponent may resubmit its application, including the
required additiond information, within one (1) year for
Category A projects and sx (6) months for Category B
projects without having to pay processng and other
fees. Otherwise, the matter shall be trested as a new
application.

In cases where EMB and the project proponent have
exhausted dl reasonable efforts to generate the
information needed for deciding on the ECC/CNC
goplication, the responsble authority (Secretary or
EMB Director/Regiond Director) shdl make a decison
based on the available information so as to comply with
the prescribed timeframe.  The decison  shdl
nonethdess reflect a thorough assessment of impacts
teking into congdeaion () the dgnificance of
environmentd impacts and risks (i) the carrying
capacity of the environment; (iii) equity issues with
repect to use of naturd resources, (iv) and the
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proponents  commitment to  inditute  effective
environmenta management measures.

8.3 Amending an ECC

Requirements for processng ECC amendments shdl depend
on the nature of the request but shdl be focused on the
information necessary to assess the environmentad impact of
such changes.

8.3.1. Requests for minor changes to ECCs such as extension
of deadlines for submisson of post-ECC requirements
shdl be decided upon by the endorsing authority.

8.3.2. Requests for mgor changes to ECCs shal be decided
upon by the deciding authority.

8.3.3. For ECC's issued pursuant to an IEE or IEE checklig,
the processing of the amendment application shdl not
exceed thirty (30) working days, and for ECC's issued
pursuant to an EIS, the processng shdl not exceed
gxty (60) working days. Provisons on automatic
gpproval related to prescribed timeframes under AO 42
shdl dso goply for the processng of gpplications to
amend ECC's.

Sec. 9. Monitoring of Projectswith ECCs

Pos ECC monitoring of projects shdl follow these
guiddines. Other detalls on requirements for monitoring of
projects with ECC's shdl be dipulated in a procedurd manud to
be formulated by EMB.

9.1 Multipartite Monitoring Team

For projects under Category A, a multi-partite monitoring team
(MMT) shdl be formed immediatdly after the issuance of an ECC.
Proponents required to edablish an MMT shdl put up an
Environmentd Monitoring Fund (EMF) not laer than the initid
construction phase of the project.
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The MMT shal be composed of representatives of the proponent
and of dakeholder groups, including representatives  from
concerned LGU's, locally accredited NGOS/POs, the community,
concened EMB Regiond Office, rdlevant government agencies,
and other sectors that may be identified during the negotiations.
The team shdl be tasked to undertake monitoring of compliance
with ECC conditions as well as the EMP. The MMT shdl submit
a semi-annud monitoring report within January and July of each
year.

The EMB dhdl formulate guiddines for operationdizing area
based or cluster-based MMT. The Bureau may aso develop
guiddines for ddegating monitoring responghilities to  other
relevant government agencies as may be deemed necessary .

For proects whose dgnificant environmental impacts do not
persst after the condruction phase or whose impacts could be
addressed through other regulatory means or through the mandates
of other government agencies, the operations of MMT may be
terminated immediately after condruction or after a reasonable
period during implementation.

9.2 Self-monitoring and Third Party Audit

The proponent shdl aso conduct regular self-monitoring  of
goecific  paameters  indicated in the EMP through its
environmental  unit. The proponent's environmenta unit  shall
submit a semi-annud monitoring report within January and July of
each year.

For projects with ECCs issued based on a PEPRMP, EPRMP, or
an EMS-based EMP, a third party audit may be undertaken by a
quaified environmentd or EMS auditor upon the initigtive of the
proponent and in lieu of forming an MMT. The sad proponent
shdl submit to EMB a copy of the audit findings and shdl be held
accountable for the veracity of the report. The EMB may opt to
validate the said report.
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9.3 Environmental Guarantee Fund

An Environmentd Guarantee Fund (EGF) shdl be edtablished for
dl co-located or single projects that have been determined by
DENR to pose a dgnificant public risk or where the project
requires rehabilitation or restoration. An EGF Committee shdl be
formed to manage the fund. It shal be composed of representatives
from the EMB Centrd Office, EMB Regiord Office, affected
communities, concerned LGU's, and relevant government agencies
identified by EMB.

An integrated MOA on the MMT-EMF-EGF shdl be entered into
anong the EMB Centrd Officee, EMB Regiond Office, the
proponent, and representatives of concerned stakeholders.

9.4 Abandonment

For projects that shadl no longer be pursued, the proponent should
inform EMB to relieve the former from the requirement for
continued compliance with the ECC conditions. For projects that
have dready commenced implementation, an
abandonment/decommissioning plan shdl be submitted for
goprovd by EMB a least dx (6) months before the planned
abandonment/decommissioning.  The implementation of the plan
shdl be verified by EMB.

ARTICLE 111
STRENGTHENING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
PHILIPPINE EISSYSTEM

Sec. 10. Coordination with other Government Agencies
and other Organization

The DENR-EMB shdl conduct regular consultations with
DTl and other pertinent government agencies, affected industry
groups and other dakeholders on continudly sreamlining  the
processing of ECC applications and post ECC implementation to
fulfill the policy and objectives of this adminidrative order.
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The Presdent shdl be apprised of the issues raised as well
as the actions taken by DENR to address these issues whenever
necessary.

Sec. 11. Information Systems I mprovement

The information sysem on the EIS Sygem implementation shdl
be improved for the effective disssmination of information to the
public. The information sysem shdl include regular updating of
the status of ECC agpplications through a website and through other
means.

Sec. 12. Accreditation System

To enhance the qudity of the EIS submitted to the
DENR/EMB, the EMB shdl edablish an accreditation system for
individua professonds, academic and professond organizations
that can be tapped to train professonds in conducting EIA usng
training modules approved by EMB.

The EMB ddl dso work with DTI-BPS for an
accreditation  system  for  environmentd and EMS  auditors,
consgent with provisons of DAO 2003-14 on the Philippine
Environmenta Partnership Program.

Sec. 13. Creation of an EIAM Divison and
Strengthening of Review and M onitoring Capability.

In order to effectivdy implement the provisons of this
adminigrative order, the current EIA ad hoc divison a the EMB
Centrd Office and the EMB Regiond Offices that are primarily in-
charge of processng ECC applications and post-ECC monitoring
ghdl be conweted to a full-pledged Environmentd Impact
Asessment and Management Divison (EIAMD). The Divison
shdl have the following structure and functions:

13.1 The EIA Evdudion Section shdl be in charge of screening

projects for coverage under the EIS System, EIS Scoping,
and evaduation of EISs and IEE's submitted for ECC
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issuance. It shdl have three units respongble, respectively,
for screening for coverage, EIS Scoping, and evauation of
ECC gpplictions. The EMB may commisson independent
professonds, expets from the academe and representatives
from relevant government agencies as members of the EIA
Review Committee as may be deemed necessary. Further,
continud improvement of the technicd capability of the Staff
of the EIA Divison shdl be undertaken.

132 The Impact Monitoring and Vadidation Section shdl be in
charge of monitoring compliance to ECC conditions and
implementation of the Environmenta Management Program
(EMP). The unit shdl aso vdidae actud impacts as a basis
for evduaing environmenta peformance and effectiveness
of the EMP .

133 In the EMB Centrd Office, there shdl be a Systems Panning
and Management Section. It shdl ensure that a continualy
improving sydems-oriented and integrated approach is
folowed in implementing the Philippine EIS Sysem vis-a
vis nationd development programs. The section shdl have
two units responsible for specific systems-level concerns (1)
Project Levd Sysems Planning and Management Unit: and
(20 Progran and Policy Levd Sysems Panning and
Management Unit. This section shdl dso be respongble for
technicd coordination with the EIA Divison in the different
EMB Regiond Offices.

The organizationa dructure of the EMB Centrd Office is in
Annex 1

ARTICLE IV
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Sec. 14. Budget Allocation
For the effective implementation of this order, adequate

funding should be provided under the aua Gened
Appropriations Act.
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Per AO 42, the new pogtion items for the EIA Divison
ghall be created out of the exiging budget and vacant pogtion
items within the government service, which shdl be reclassfied
accordingly.

Sec. 15. Fees

All proponents, upon submisson of the IEE/EIS and
goplication for amendment, shdl pay filing fees and other charges
in accordance with prescribed standard costs and fees set by EMS

in redion to the implementation of the Philippine EIS System, as
shown in Annex 2.

The proponent shal shoulder the cost of reviewing the EIS
Sec. 16. Fines, Penalties And Sanctions

The EMB Centrd Office or Regiond Office Directors shdl
impose pendties upon pesons or etities found violating
provisons of PD. 1586, and its Implementing Rules and
Regulations. Details of the Fines and Pendty Structure shal be
covered by a separate order.

The EMB Director or the EMB-RD may issue a Cease and
Dess Order (CDO) based on violations under the Philippine EIS
System to prevent grave or irreparable damage to the environment.
Such CDO dndl be effective immediately. An apped or any
motion seeking to lift the CDO ghdl not day its effectivity.
However, the DENR shdl act on such gpped or motion within ten
(10) working days from filing.

The EMB may publish the identities of firms that are in
violation of the EIA Law and its Implementing Rules and
Regulations despite repested Notices of Violation and/or Cease
and Desist Orders.

Sec. 17. Trandgitory Provisons
The DENR may extend reprieve to proponents of projects

operating without ECC (Categories A-3 and 8-3) from pendties
gpecified in PO 1586 upon regidration with the EMB Centrd
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Office.  An-Environmental Performance Report and Management
Plan (EPRMP) shdl be submitted as a requirement for such ECC
goplication within - 9x months from the dggning of this
Adminidrative order.

During the period that that the Procedurd Manua and other
necessary guidelines are being prepared, exising guideines which
ae consgent with the provisons of this Order shdl reman in
effect. Adequate resources shdl be provided for the formulaion of
the Procedurd Manud and for the effective implementation of this
Order .

Sec. 18. Repealing Clause

This Order hereby supersedes Depatment Adminidrative
Order N0.96-37 Depatment Adminigtrative Order No0.2000-37,
DAO 2000-05 and other related orders, which are inconsstent
herewith.

Sec. 19. Effectivity

This Order shdl take effect 15 days after its publication in
anewspaper of generd circulation.
W, (. ¢
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ublication: Manila Standard — July 20, 2003
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ANNEX 2
Schedule of Fees
Fees and Other Chargas
(in Philippine PesosiNon-
__refundabla)
A Application for ECC
1. Category A-1 (Co-located Progects) PhP 10,000.00
Procedural Screening Fee 1,500.00
Database Management Fee 3,000.00
Processing Fes 5,500.00
7 Category A-1 (Single Projec), Calegery A | 5,000.00
2 and A-3 (Co-located Project)
800.00
Procedural Screening Fee 2,000.00
Database Management Fea Processing 3,400.00
Fies
1 Category A-2, A-3 and B-1/{Single 4,000.00
| Project) ; B-2 and B-3 (Co-located
Projects) [ 300.00
| 1,000.00
Procedural Screening Fes | 2.700.00
Database Management Fee Processing |
Fea |
4, Category B-2 and B-3 (Single Projects) 3,000.00
Procedural Screening Fes 300.00
Database Management Fee Procesaing 1,000.00
Fee 1,800.00
B. Cartification of Non-Coverage
1. Category O 100.00
2. Category C ’ 609.00 |
C. Post ECC Processing Services
1. Request for minor ECC Amendment 300.00 / condition
{Article Il Section 8.3)
2. Request for major ECC Amendment 1,200,00 /condition
| {Ariche lll Section 8.3)
D. Other Services
1. Request for miscellanecus cadifications 50.00 /certification
25.00 /document

2. Raquest for Cerified True/Photocopy
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