Speakers Biodata

(in order of speaking appeance)

Thomas Panella

Tom Panella is the Director for Environment, Natural Resources, and Agriculture in the East
Asia Department at the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and is Chair the Water Sector
Committee/Group for ADB. As Director in East Asia, he is responsible for managing
operations including strategy; project development, management, and programming; policy
dialogue; and knowledge management. As Chair of the Water Sector Committee, he
provides oversight for the ADB-wide Water Sector Group for policy development, institutional
engagement in water issues, and strategic direction of lending and non-lending water
operations. He served as ADB’s Chief of Water Sector Group from 2017-20, Afghanistan
Country Director from 2014-17, and joined ADB in 2003. He has led water operations in
Central, South, and Southeast Asia including postings in Indonesia directing the water and
climate change programs and in Uzbekistan as head of operations. He worked at the World
Bank from 2000 to 2002 as a Water Resources Management Specialist. He was the
Southern California Regional Director for Tabors, Caramanis and Associates from 1989 to
1993 and served as the Convener of the California Urban Water Conservation Council in
1997 (now the California Water Efficiency Partnership). He is a member of the AGWA
Strategic Advisory Council, GWP Technical Committee, and Advisor to the HELP. He has a
PhD and MPP in Public Policy and MSc from the Energy and Resources Group from the
University of California, Berkeley.
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Yolanda Fernandez Lommen

Ms. Yolanda Fernandez Lommen is ADB’s Country Director for the People’s Republic of
China (PRC). She assumed office in August 2019. As Country Director, Ms. Fernandez
Lommen leads ADB’s PRC Resident Mission (PRCM) that manages the portfolio of about
$14 billion in the country; maintains and strengthens strategic partnerships with clients,
including central and local governments; assists in loan and technical assistance processing;
formulates the country partnership strategy; manages external relations; and develops
knowledge products. Ms. Fernandez Lommen was ADB’s Country Director in Mongolia from
2016-2019. She also served as Principal Economist for the East Asia Department from 2013-
2016 and Head of the Economics Unit in PRCM from 2008 to 2012. For more than 10 years,
she oversaw economics work in the PRC and Mongolia, was involved in country programing,
technical assistance projects, flagship studies, knowledge products, policy dialogue, and
policy-based lending for both the PRC and Mongolia. From 2006 to 2008, she was seconded
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to the Japan Bank forinternational Cooperation (JBIC) in Tokyo and worked as Senior
Economist and Advisor to the Director General of the Country Analysis Department. Ms.
Fernandez Lommen joined ADB in 2001 as Country Economist in the Philippines Country
Office. In 2002 she was appointed Country Economist for Mongolia, responsibilities that were
expanded to Country Programs Specialist and Country Team Leader until 2005. From 1991—
2000, Ms. Fernandez Lommen worked at the Royal Spanish Center of International
Relations, as Research Fellow first, and later as Head of the Asian Studies Unit. She was
simultaneously, associate Professor at Complutense University, lecturing on applied
economics, development patterns in Asia, and doctoral courses on economic reform in the
PRC. In 2000, she became Counsellor to the Spanish Economic and Social Council,
providing advice to Parliament on the socioeconomic implications of the government’s fiscal
policy management. Ms. Yolanda Fernandez Lommen holds a Ph.D. in Economics on the
sources of growth in the PRC (Autonoma University, Madrid); a Postgraduate Diploma on
International Economics Policy Research (Kiel Institute of World Economics, Germany); a
M.A. in International Relations (Ortega y Gasset Institute, Madrid); and a M.A. in Economic
Science (Autonoma University, Madrid).
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Li Yan

Ms. Yan is the Deputy Director General of the Department of Wetland Management and
National Forestry and Grassland Administration, P. R. China. She graduated from Northeast
Forestry University, specializing in forestry economy. She is in charge of the implementation
of the Convention on wetlands, Ramsar Sites management, Wetland City Accreditation, and
international cooperation in wetland area.
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Liu Ning

Mr Liu Ning serves as the Deputy Director General Level Department of Nature Ecology
Conservation Ministry of Ecology and Environment and the Negotiator for CBD COP15. He
previously served for almost five years as the Deputy Permanent Representative Chinese
Permanent Mission to United Nations Environment Programme in Nairobi, Kenya. From
2002-2014, Mr Liu Ning was the Director, Division of European Affairs Department of
International Cooperation Ministry of Environmental Protection. Before that role, he was core
staff seconded by the Chinese Government to the Asia-Europe Environmental Technology
Center in Bangkok, Thailand. Finally, he also served as a Senior Engineer at the Chinese
Research Academy of Environmental Sciences in Beijing, China for twelve years.
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Duncan Lang

Duncan is a Senior Environment Specialist at ADB in the Safeguards Division and
Environment Thematic Group Unit of SDCC where he provides advisory and compliance
support to operational departments as well as working on thought leadership work within
the environment sector. His current work involves development of ADB’s long-term strategy
to further mainstream biodiversity at the bank amongst other things. With an academic
background in ecology Duncan started off his career as a researcher studying bats in
Thailand, before in 2005 embarking on his professional career in the UK as an ornithologist
in the burgeoning wind industry. From here his career moved to focus on wetland bird survey
and assessment as well as general ecology before broadening to wider environmental
issues. From starting off his career in the UK he has gained a wide variety of experience
across a range of sectors and has worked in multiple countries across Asia and Europe
including Georgia, Armenia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Brunei and Nepal amongst others.

Duncan is a keen birder and volunteered as a Wetland Birds Surveyor (WeBS) in the UK
for six years, helping to provide wetland bird count data for a sector within the Firth of Forth
Estuary SPA Natura Site in Scotland as part of the national recording system. He is also a
member of both the Scottish and Oriental Bird Clubs.
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Vinayagan Dharmarajah

Vina is the Regional Director (Asia) of BirdLife International and has been in post since
January 2017. BirdLife International is a Partnership of about 120 local organizations
globally and supports conservation in 15 countries in Asia. Prior to joining BirdLife, Vina
worked for the business school INSEAD for almost 6 years as its Legal Counsel in Asia. He
has a Bachelors (LL.B. Hons) degree in law from the University of Bristol in the United
Kingdom, a BA. Hons degree (History) from the National University of Singapore and a
Masters (LLM) in International Business Law from the Sorbonne-Assas (Paris Il)
International Law School. In his role at BirdLife, Vina oversees BirdLife’s efforts in Asia to
conserve the East Asian Australasian and Central Asian Flyways and to address threats to
birds including the conversion of wetlands, illegal hunting and the impact of poorly sited
energy infrastructure. He is responsible for BirdLife’s engagement with governments and
development agencies in Asia and with the East Asian Australasian Flyway Partnership. He
also supports BirdLife globally on matters of governance.
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Doug Watkins

Mr. Watkins has over 40 years of involvement in the conservation of migratory waterbirds
and their habitats across the East Asian-Australasian Flyway. He has previously taken on a
variety of training, technical and policy roles including as Manager of the Wetlands
International — Oceania, as an Ecological Consultant to Government and on Asia
Development Bank projects for Local Governments in China, as a Visiting Adjunct Professor
at the Northeast Institute of Geography and Agroecology in China and now with the East
Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership Secretariat.
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Lei Guangchun

Professor, School of Ecology & Nature Conservation, Beijing Forestry University Professor
LElI Guangchun has 30 years’ experience in wetland ecology and migratory bird
conservation. He worked in government and NGO sectors; and then became Dean of the
School of Nature Conservation, Beijing Forestry University since 2007, after his commitment
as Senior Advisor for the Asia and Oceania region in Ramsar Convention Secretariat. Prof.
Lei was one of the initiators of the East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP),
which was launched in November in 2006. He is the principal scientist in nomination of World
Heritage on “the Migratory Bird Sanctuaries along the Coast of the Yellow Sea-Bohai Gulf of
China”, and has also made substantial contributions to related national policy, including
National Strategies on Ecosystem Management (2011); the National Biological Carbon Sink
Strategy (2015); and National Coastal Wetland Conservation Strategies 2018). He also has
an active role in several professional associations and committees including: Chair of STRP,
Ramsar Convention; Chair of the Scaly-sided Merganser Task Force, EAAFP; advisor of
EAAF Science Unit; Vice Chair of China National Wetland Science Committee; Review
Panel member of National Nature Reserves, State Council of China, etc. For his outstanding
leadership in wetland science, conservation and awareness raising, Prof. Lei won the Luc
Hoffmann Medal in 2018.

Nicolas Rossin

Nicolas Rossin has been a regional task team leader on biodiversity for the Agence
Francaise de développement (AFD) since 2017. He’s currently based at AFD regional office
in Beijing where he’s in charge of the projects portfolio on biodiversity and natural capital in
China (including the China Biodiversity Facility) and Vietham. He joined AFD in 2002 and
has since worked in operations, both in the field (regional office for South Pacific in New
Caledonia and country office in Mauritania) and at headquarters. Prior to his position as TTL
on biodiversity, he worked as a climate senior expert, in charge of the adaptation team within
AFD’s climate change unit.

Nicolas Rossin has a master degree in business administration from the Ecole Supérieure
des Sciences Economiques et Commerciales (ESSEC) and is graduated from the University
of Rennes on wetlands and coastal management.

B 2017 LR, ZHA—BEEAETAE (AFD) BEEMSHIETIRNIIEEE. Baift
ENTIREEFAZEREARE TR, AE+TE (BETEEYSHERES) R
SYSHMBRERTE. T 2002 FMNEEFEE, WEINK (UTHIEEZRBI
HEEEFABHAEAEFKEARLNEEFABRBEERITRL) UREEREEM
FWS T EEEEMSHEMMBEREZR], HEESENENERER, TEEFAE
SIRZALER], TESERSRZZACAIEBA.

DERTE £SSEC BERHFRNTHSERLS, FrelFERARBISEERs
i,

INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.



Zhang Mingxiang

Dr. Mingxiang Zhang, Professor and Deputy Dean of School of Ecology and Nature
Conservation, Beijing Forestry University, the National Environmental Policy and Legislation
Expert of the UNDP-GEF "Strengthening the protected area network for migratory bird
conservation along the East Asian-Australasian Flyway in China ", and engaged in Wetland

legislation, responsible for drafting the "Wetland Conservation Law (proposal draft)”.
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Chungshen Yao

Mr. Chunsheng Yao is FAO GEF Portfolio Officer, managing and implementing GEF projects
on biodiversity conservation, climate change mitigation and land restoration. He has over 10
years of work experience in the environment and development field, including international
and national foundations, development agencies and NGOs. He used to work as Senior
Program Manager of SEE Foundation to manage projects on biodiversity conservation and
nature education. He also worked as Program Manager on science and exploration with
National Geographic Society, overseeing 150 granted projects to solve air and water
pollution problems in China.
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Kang Wei

Kang Wei has over 20 years of experience promoting sustainable development and nature
conservation in China. Before he joined The Nature Conservancy, Kang Wei served Heifer
International and Jet Li's One Foundation on poverty alleviation and disaster rehabilitation.

His work with endangered species in China has taken him to the Tibetan plateau where he
observed Black-Necked Cranes hatching their young peacefully amidst Tibetan farming
communities and to Qinghai where he assisted in the first-ever population count of the
endangered Przewalski gazelle, resulting in efforts to expand their habitat by connecting
potential corridors and promote population growth among the species

Kang Wei’s past work includes his leadership role in the establishment of the first land trust
conservation for Giant Pandas in China (a 27,000-acre park), as well as his leadership in
efforts to extend the land trust conservation for Golden Monkeys in Yunnan Province, which
aided in preserving their habitats and ecosystems.
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Empowered by TNC’s 75 years competency on the terrestrial ecosystem conservation world-
widely and introducing the National Park concept first in 1998 to China, Kang Wei started to
lead TNC China Land team in 2017 work on the Social Engagement of China’s National Park
pivoting natural Protected Areas system at the Giant Panda National Park, Qianjianyuan-
Baishanzu National Park, and Hainan Rainforest National Park.
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Mark Bezuijen

Mark has worked on biodiversity conservation, protected area management, and
environmental impact assessment in Asia and Australia for over 20 years. Key areas of work
currently include the piloting and design of sustainable tourism projects in Mongolia, and
overseeing environmental safeguards for a range of natural resource projects in the People’s
Republic of China and Mongolia. He is the departmental focal point for the Regional Flyway
Initiative.

Gao Aimei

Deputy Division Director, Department of Territorial and Spatial Ecology Rehabilitation,
Ministry of Natural Resources, People's Republic of China.

Ms. GAO started her career in ecological rehabilitation since the establishment of the
Ministry of Natural Resources, People’s Republic of China, in 2018. She is involved in
coastal wetland policy making and rehabilitation projects. Prior to that, she had been working
in National Administration of Mapping, Survey and Geo-information, Beijing Bureau of Land
Resources, and Shijiazhuang Bureau of Land Resources,etc. mainly on the management of
land and its sustainable use.
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Du Jinmei

1 Senior Specialist and senior engineer, Foreign Environmental Cooperation Center, Ministry

of Ecology and Environment (MEE). She has worked in the field of ecological protection for
nearly 20 years, successively engaged in environmental monitoring, nature reserve
management, biodiversity protection, implementation of the Convention on Biological
Diversity, GEF project management, construction of national park system and mechanism,
access and benefit sharing of biological genetic resources(ABS), and the Partnership of
business and biodiversity in China.
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Hu Xinxin

Ms. Hu Xinxinvis the Acting Division Chief of the Department of Wetland
Management of National Forestry and Grassland Administration, P.R. China. She
graduated from t he University of Waikato, New Zealand specializing in Electronic
commerce and Beijing Institute of Technology, specializing in programme
management She is in charge of the implementation of the Convention on wetlands,
Ramsar Sites management, Wetland City Accreditation ,and i nternational
cooperation in wetland area.
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Jianbin Shi

Dr. Jianbin Shi is an Advisor and Director of Conservation Program with the Paulson
Institute, responsible for development and management of a high-impact portfolio of wetland
conservation and restoration projects in China. Before joining the Institute in March 2016,
Jianbin was the Head of TRAFFIC China Programme from May 2011 to September 2014,
a Program Manager of UNDP China for EU-China Biodiversity Program from August 2006
to May 2011, and a Program Coordinator of TNC China Office from September 2004 to
August 2006.

Jianbin started his professional career as a Project Officer with the Foreign Economy
Cooperation Office (FECO) of the former State Environmental Protection Administration
where he worked from June 1994 to February 1999.

Jianbin is also an Associate Professor of Beijing Normal University where he is teaching
both graduate and undergraduate courses and conducting researches in conservation
biology and wildlife ecology. He obtained his PhD from the University of Liverpool in 2004.

Jianbin believes that, by working together, we can make difference and can create a better
world for co-existence of the nature and human-beings.

Xiaohong Zhang

Dr. Xiaohong Zhang works as an Associate Expert with Wetlands International. She is now
working on the Flyway Bottleneck Yellow Sea Project as a project manager based in China
representing Wetlands International. She started with Wetlands International in China in
2002 and was responsible for project development, project management and operation. She
- o W had ever managed and implemented integrated wetlands biodiversity conservation and

) restoration projects over 17 provinces funded by UNDP, UNEP, EU and World Bank,
AusAID, as well as worked on some ADB loan projects in Henan, Hubei and Xinjiang as a
co wetland management specialist in partnership with governments, NGOs, corporate
sectors, universities, research institutes and international NGOs. She ever organized a
series of national and regional wetlands symposium and workshops tailored to the integrated
peatlands restoration and management for Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau/Altay Mountains, Asian
Wetlands Symposiums, side events of Ramsar Convention COP and UNFCCC. She has a
doctorate in environmental Geography from China.
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Yu Qian

Yu Qian is China Program Director of International Crane Foundation (ICF). Before joining
ICF, she worked for The Nature Conservancy (TNC) for 12 years. She provided technical
support to the development of “China Biodiversity Conservation Strategy and Action Plan
(2011-2030)” which was issued by the State Council in 2010, studied US land tenure model
introduction to China, and managed external affairs of TNC China. Yu Qian co-authored
books "China's Biodiversity Geographic Atlas" and "Protecting China's Biodiversity: A Guide
to Land Use", Land Tenure & Land Protection Tools" and “Cranes of China”. Yu Qian got
her master degree in Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences.

T1&, 2018 FENIAEFREEEKE LS (International Crane Foundation, ICF) | IN{EE
frESE RS (XEH) tRRRLEFERK, AF ICFEFEMNZEMNERE. A
ICF 28], THRHERTREARIFNS (TNC) | BENIESZE. EEHERBE
EEYZHEMHRPZEALNIME, ARGESE 2010 FLHH (PEEYSHFMER
PERESITEITRIY  (2011-2030 &) R AZR, HES5 (hEEYZHMHMIE
E&) . {Protecting China’s Biodiversity: A Guide to Land Use, Land Tenure & Land
Protection Tools) FHMHEE . TET 2006 FEN FHREEVMENESFTY

o

Xiaoting Jin

JIN Xiaoting is Senior Project Officer of French Development Agency (AFD). She is the focal
point of “biodiversity” and “innovation” of AFD in China. She joined AFD in 2008 and has
developed and managed over 800 million EUR of Official Development Aid (ODA) projects
covering biodiversity conservation, sustainable urban and rural development, natural and
cultural heritage protection, energy efficiency, district energy and divers areas. She is also
responsible for policy dialogue with Chinese authorities on environment and biodiversity
related topics. Ms. JIN graduated from Sciences Po Paris with a master degree on
environmental studies.
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Silvia Cardascia

Silvia is a water resources specialist at ADB, where she supports the design of projects in
the People’s Republic of China and Mongolia. She also works on knowledge management
and is one of the authors of the Asian Water Development Outlook 2020. Prior to joining
ADB in 2018, she was a research assistant at the University of Oxford, a United Nations
Fellow and a Programme Officer for the Italian Agency of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Addis Ababa. In Ethiopia, she managed water and sanitation multi-donor projects co-
financed by the European Investment Bank and the French Agency for Development
Cooperation. She is passionate about science communication and runs a digital magazine
offering multidisciplinary content at the intersection of water, nature and society.

Lu Cai

Deputy Director, Center for East Asia-Australasian Flyway Studies (CEAAF), Beijing
Forestry University

Dr. Lu has been working for nature conservation for 20 years and is specialized in wetland
ecology and biodiversity conservation. He is involved in various conservation and
management associated initiatives at both national and international level, including the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, EAAFP, IUCN, GEO BON, and UNESCAP and
NEASPEC projects. His main research interests are wetland ecosystem change and
drivers, biodiversity dynamics and conservation biology, endangered migratory waterbirds
and habitat, and mechanisms for transboundary cooperation in the EAAF. Key research
areas cover the Yangtze River, Yellow Sea Ecoregion, Northeast Asia and now aim at
extending to ASEAN region at EAAF scale. He is a member expert of the IUCN WCPA,
GEO BON Freshwater BON and Asia Wetland Symposium steering committee. He actively
contributes to national and international conservation policy and practice in EAAF.
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