
CLEAN AIR FOR LIVABLE CITIES
Knowledge Series: September–October 2020
In celebration of the first International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies the Asian Development Bank is pleased to launch a 
six-part knowledge series on Clean Air for Livable Cities.
In the knowledge series, experts from international organizations, research institutes, Governments and civil societies will 
come together to share global and regional insights on addressing air pollution. In particular the knowledge series will:

SEPTEMBER 

CLEAN AIR - FOR A HAPPY, HEALTHY, 
AND PROSPEROUS SOCIETY
7 September, Monday 

To celebrate the first International day of Clean Air for Blue Skies, this webinar 
will kick off the knowledge event series on air quality. The webinar will be 
launched by ADB’s Vice President for Knowledge Management and Sustainable 
Development, Mr. Bambang Susantano. The Panelists will discuss the 
importance of air quality, its impacts on the health and happiness of society and 
on economic growth. Based on current global and regional trends and lessons 
on managing air quality the panelists will recommend ways for addressing air 
pollution and promoting clean economic development in Asian cities and 
countries. 

HOW CAN WE SUSTAIN THE CLEAN AIR POST COVID-19? 
17 September, Thursday 

The ongoing COVID-19 crisis has compelled governments across the world 
to take dramatic measures to contain the spread of the virus. With the 
lockdowns and travel restrictions, human beings have been forced to change 
their behavioral patterns overnight. Countries and cities are facing severe health 
and socio-economic impacts. However, one of the notable environmental 
benefits has been the improvement in air quality. 

In this webinar, panelists will discuss: i) possible linkages between air pollution 
and increased vulnerability to COVID-19; ii) air quality impacts of the 
COVID-19 lockdown in Manila, Philiipines and selected European countries; 
iii) lessons learned and possible measures to sustain the improved air 
quality post COVID-19

SUCCESS STORIES AND LESSONS LEARNED 
FROM CITIES WITH IMPROVED AIR QUALITY  
29 September, Tuesday 

During this webinar, participants will learn about selected cities that at one point 
in history had chronic air pollution problems, but were able to resolve the problem 
and today have good air quality. The measures taken by the cities will be discussed. 
Measures (technological changes, policy measures etc.) that can be applied to 
Asian cities and included in development projects will be identified.

1.	 Improve our understanding of the importance of clean air by sharing quantitative and qualitative information on the 
health and economic impacts of air pollution 

2.	 Recommend solutions for addressing air pollution at a national and city level in Asia and the Pacific
3.	 Identify strategies for sustaining the clean air from the lockdowns post COVID-19 in Asian cities
4.	 Stimulate project ideas for enabling clean urban development following holistic and multi-sectoral approaches

OCTOBER 

CO-BENEFITS OF ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE AND AIR 
POLLUTION
8 October, Thursday

Most air pollutants and greenhouse gases (GHG) are generated by the same 
sources. Hence, an important co-benefit of air pollution reduction measures is 
reduced GHGs. With climate change as one of the most urgent global agendas 
and also a key component of ADB’s strategy 2030 there is an increasing emphasis 
for ADB projects to generate climate change benefits. This webinar will foster 
ideas for: 

i)  development of future investment projects that can address both climate     		
  change and air pollution and are designed to quality for climate financing; 

ii) monitoring and evaluation mechanisms for measuring GHG emission reduction; 
iii) and other SDG related co-benefits generated from such projects.   

MANAGING AND MONITORING AIR QUALITY IN ORTIGAS
20 October, Tuesday

This is a targeted training program for the members of the Ortigas Center 
Association Inc. (OCAI) and relevant ADB staff. The training will: i) inform 
the partcipants on the concepts and methods of air quality monitoring and 
management; ii) present possible measures for improving urban air quality; iii) 
share best practices and lessons from ADB projects that addressed air pollution; 
and iii) identify possible actions that could be taken for improving air quality in the 
Ortigas area.

CROSS-SECTORAL APPROACHES FOR IMPROVING AIR QUALITY
29 October, Thursday

Managing and improving air quality in cities require joint efforts of several sectors, 
such as urban, energy, transport, industry, health, private and finance. This 
webinar will discuss past and ongoing best practices in projects that have applied 
multisectoral approaches for urban development including addressing air quality. 
The webinar will generate ideas for future cross-sectoral projects in ADB to meet 
strategy 2030 operational priorities following new approaches such as the “one 
ADB” team approach. 

Organized by Environment Thematic Group in partnership with Urban Sector Group, Health Sector Group, 
Climate Change and Disaster Risk Management Thematic Group and Transport Sector Group

All sessions will be recorded. 
Please direct any questions to Karma Yangzom, Principal Environment Specialist, SDCC, ADB at kyangzom@adb.org and Chris Tabungar at ctabungar@adb.org.


