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1 The RFl and the EAAF Partnership
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RFI and the EAAF Partnership

Why Wetlands, Why Now, Why ADB?

Global Biodiversity Crisis — IPBES report 85% wetlands lost by 2000 and continuing
decline.

Post COVID Green, Inclusive and Resilient Recovery — Developing Member Countries
(DMCs) need jobs and economic development, particularly in rural areas. Providing
livelihood support through wetland sustainable management provides a great
opportunity.

Donor Requests for Nature Positive Investments — Donor governments are increasingly
requesting that nature positive investments, particularly following COP15 and Ramsar
COP14 and COP28 commitments.

Biodiversity and Climate Linkage — It is now widely accepted the need for biodiversity
as part of climate goals. Wetlands provide an ideal ecosystem that can deliver this.
ADB Asia and the Pacific’'s Climate Bank — ADB is the leading multilateral development
bank in Asia and the Pacific relating to climate with a goal to deliver $100 billion in
finance for climate adaptation and mitigation by 2030. Nature will be key to delivering
this target.
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1 The RFI and the EAAF Partnership

RFI Long-term Vision and Delivery Timeframe

With partners invest $3 billion over next 10+ years to deliver 50+ flyway sites under Protection /
GOAL sustainable Management providing a coherent network of priority sites with favorable conservation
status with species numbers maintained or enhanced on the EAAF.

N &=
i 20
Partnership Delivery Timeframe De\{elopment Stage Stakeholder Group
ADB, Comprising of 2 stages: Delivery Established including WWF,
EAAFP i) DEVELOPMENT STAGE |mp|em¢nteld by UNEP, ICF, IUCN, WI, USAID,
BirdLife International (BLI) Grant finance 2021 — 2024 (3yrs) consortium led by BLI AFD amongst others.

with an international
team including EAAFP,
ii) INVESTMENT STAGE Wetlands International,
Loan / Grant Blend 2023 onwards (10+yrs) Paulson Institute, NUS,
Southampton University
& others

$1.5 million secured

-
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1 The RFI and the EAAF Partnership

10 ADB developing member countries (DMCs) in the RFI*

= LaoPDR

- =  Bangladesh E = Malaysia
u = Cambodia "= Mongolia
= People’s Republic of China ’ = Philippines
B . |ndonesia mmmm " Thailand

= Viet Nam
k-

*It should be noted that at this time it has not been possible to include Myanmar within the RFI due to

the current political situation in the country.
It is hoped that the RFI may also be extended to other ADB DMCs with priority wetlands along the EAAF,

“({‘: such as PNG.
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2 RFI & Nature-based Solutions

K A A Why nature-based
cmaresmasd @ /. — N solutions for wetlands?

(1]
555

Green cities

Hlustration by Natasha de Sena, WER
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Why Wetlands?

Complex, integrated, and
provide critical ecosystem
services

Indicator of state of the
environment

Critical to nature conservation
efforts

Food and water security
Climate resilience
Livelihood and sustained
growth

e
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2 RFI & Nature-based Solutions

e F o
$47 4 trillion/ year ECOSYSTEM SERVICES AND CO-BENEFITS IN WETLANDS
Socio-economic Climate adaptation Ecosystem
development and resilience resilience
global value of wetland s
i & Food security Culturaland &‘ Air quality regulation =@ Species habitat
ecosystem services for 4 spiritual connection
human health, well-being, Raw materials el % Climate regulation (&) Nutrient cycling
- *
and secCu r|ty g' Medicinal security R B @ Water regulation ; Photosynthesis
) does not Completely é Water security Aasthane ke k. Erosion regulation &= Soil formation/Soil integrity
consider intangible 12 et thandvelness 8 Wapucaion M Disseandesteinin
. oderation o 5@ pollination
benefits, such as personal B o vents Vv Polinat

and cultural values

Qourcc; ADB Regional Flyway Initiative (adapted from TEEB Europe). j

*The Convention on Wetlands
(2021)
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2 RFI & Nature-based Solutions
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RFI Focus

EAAF the most threatened of
the global flyways

Regional scale — flyway impact
International Commitments
EAAFP Strategic Plan, Ramsar,
CBD, Paris Agreement

Focus on Ecosystem Services‘l
Investment in RFI wetlands
delivering for nature, climate
and livelihoods

Innovation with Nature Based
Solutions (NbS)

Blended financing approach

EAAFP

What is the RFI development
phase delivering? :

Output 1: Develop a capacity building program NS
targeted for delivery of a scaled-up initiative in
participating countries.

Output 2: Develop Site Selection Framework to ;
deliver early project concepts for 50 priority sites SR
detailing biodiversity values, threats to the site toZgg
be addressed, co-benefits to be delivered,
investment budget required.

Output 3: Develop a Sustainable Financing
Mechanism to deliver long-term donor financing
for the flyway and to explore self-financing
mechanisms.
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3 The Priority Sites Selection Process
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3 The Priority Sites Selection Process

The Site Selection & Engagement Process

: > 63

Further Analysis : :
: (ST 2 . TA (3 phases) : Post-TA
¢ Assessment : o
-+ Livelihoods Support o o
t -« Ecosystem Services
° Delivered : c o
-+ Principles such as Final List —» Project :
Initial List of : equity, readiness, etc. : Concepts : Proi
Priority Sites ; ; ro-!eCts to
Ident|f|ed . 1 I Final LiSt Of Project Concepts go lnto f.u"
through Science government " Prepared for : preparation
based approach s g:\ig?i;;esdites - Priority Sites
Stakeholder Feedback :
Sites Identified as
Government Priority
Investment
Opportunities Identified
(Agri/Aqua/ Tourism
: etc.) :
Phase 1 [A_r ase ;] * Phase 3

MIP # w
!
«\\
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3 The Priority Sites Selection Process

|dentifying the most important wetland
Developing preliminary site sites in the RFI Countries

list based on diverse data
sources and national
experts

Criteria for site prioritisation

Biodiversity
EAAF migratory bird
congregations using 1%
thresholds based on EAAF
conservation status review
(CSR1)
Key waterbird life cycle
components at sites (e.g.
staging, wintering habitat)

Review by wetland/bird
experts from BCST,
BirdLife, Wetlands
International, EAAFP,
Universities

Compile and format
recent bird count
datasets using AWC
data, and other surveys
and studies

Critical for ecological connectivity
for threatened species

High quality intertidal and
associated habitats present

Calculate averaged max.
counts for each species
and benchmark against
latest WPEG 1%
thresholds

Conservation potential
Opportunities for conservation
and management
Opportunities to take effective
action because of local context
(local government or
communities)

Compute site scores
based on species %.
Rank site by scores
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3 The Priority Sites Selection Process

[ Phase 1 J [ Phase 2 — J
Indicative*

No. of Priority No. of No. of

Sites (Totals) Coastal Inland —\
Cambodia 9 1 8 — > | 3Sites
Bangladesh 8 5 3 —— | 2Sites
Indonesia 17 16 1
Thailand 12 9 3 — | 3Sites
Philippines 12 9 3 —— | 7Sites
Malaysia 6 6 0 ~——
Vietnam 9 8 1
Lao PDR 3 0 3
PRC 60 37 23
Mongolia 11 0 11 Notes: *Indicative oqu — Stakeholder Engagement

and Ecosystem Services Assessment to be

TOTAL 147 91 56 completed before site confirmation.
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/] Project Concepts and Financing

Project Concepts — What they deliver

w7 7z

NON-COMMITAL but

ANCHORED ON RAPID APPRAISAL
ENE/’T‘Q?;'I\'\/‘ISNT SHARED GOALS
|dentify what needs to be
l done and initial cost
estimates
Investment
conceptualization /design Recommendations only but
(drawing from meaningful founded on shared
stakeholder engagement, . .
technical expertise and objectlves
Analee) Opens door to more
opportunities for finance

MULTI-LEVEL

RFI will deliver multiple-
level benefits (e.g.,
climate, livelihood and
nature)

4

Allowing exploration of
opportunities with
Non-traditional
government partners
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/] Project Concepts and Financing

Further Analysis

* Carbon Stock Assessment

* Livelihoods Support

* Ecosystem Services Delivered

* Principles such as equity, readiness, etc.

* Provide information on government priorities, focusing on
international commitments through NBSAP, Ramsar, CBD and EAAFP

]

Initial list of sites
identified of
international

Final List of Investment

1) Further Analysis Sites selected and

endorsed by
Government

2) Government Input

|}

Government / Stakeholder Dialogue
* Investment Opportunities
Identified (Agri/Aqua/Tourism etc.)

importance for
migratory waterbirds
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Project Concepts and Financing

Regional Flyway Initiative Projects: Investment Concepts

As an initial guide, ADB presents five broad conceptual investment models for wetland sites:

|l Habitat Restoration and Protection kJ) Sustainable Agriculture

Ve
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES AND CO-BENEFITS IN WETLANDS
Socio-economic Personal anc Climate adaptation Ecosystem
development ral values and resilience resilience

W | Culturaland

& Food security s:iria::l E:;nn sction % Air quality regulation ‘L Species habitat
. 0 " "

R Recreation b//// Climate regulation @ Nutrient cycling
g' Medicinal security N W fati o Photosynthesis

~ Community building ,\’/ ater regulation ,’

[6) ) : . I
~-~ Water security ad Aesthetic values k‘ Erosion regulation £ Soil formation/Soil integrity
IE Livelihoods " Health and wellness d. Water purification @ Disease and pest regulation

Moderation of %/;\ Pollination
//%  extreme events it

\scurce,ADB Regional Flyway Initiative (adapted from TEEB Europe).

Pollution Prevention
and Water Management
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/] Project Concepts and Financing

REGIONAL FLYWAY INITIATIVE INVESTMENT CONCEPT 1
HABITAT RESTORATION
AND PROTECTION

REGIONAL FLYWAY INITIATIVE INVESTMENT CONCEPT 2
SUSTAINABLE AQUACULTURE

Restoring and protecting mangroves
and other wetland habitats has clear
economic and ecological benefits.

Investment Concept 1

Habitat
Restoration &
Protection

ntensive aquaculture is a key

driver of wetlandloss,resuiting  WHY SUSTAINABLE AQUACULTURE AND FISHERIES MATTER

Flinvestments in restoring and

in habitat degradation, species
loss, the spread of invasive

species, pollution, and increases
to nutrients and chemical loads.

80% of protein intake in

increase in survival the Lower Mekong region
rate for tiger shrimp

and milkfish due to

is derived from the world's
most productive inland

43% and 50%

WHY MANGROVE RESTORATION MATTERS . . aquaculture practices fisheries supported by Lower
protecting habitats (such as LR Lo S i s LD (Indonesia) Mekong Delta wetlands
mangroves and mudflats) can lead to $100,000/year $60.3 million to 2.4to08.4 years (.i :"s‘:’.r:‘:‘;:::::::::m°"
compounding co-benefits for local estimated economic $91.6 million time to recover costs fisheries practices, delivering BENEFITS OF WETLAND FISHERIES
communities, nature, and climate along loss to fisheries value of global of restoring fisheries long-term sustainable food -
the East Asia-Australasian Flyway. due to removal of climate regulati through mang security and improving nutrition. 2x increase
1,200 hectares of from carbon storage restoration; after which They could also restore natural 501; e f{fﬁf 50 \ income
Interventions include habitat mangroves )  inwetlands benefits are generated in waterways and ecosystems and pmmomic‘ mu‘:o‘f for I:;‘aellsmm‘ ;n‘r:\ers
restoration, rehabilitation, disaster risk (Thailand) (Myanmarand perpetuity without additional :;‘“' "m’“':"”"‘:";‘" dam harvesting fore sustalngble
A £ : : Viet Nam) costs (discount rate not U Wik themicyinasd (Viet Nam) 12.4%  practices (Indonesia)
o factored in; Thailand) sustainable premium products. $708-$987/hectare i §
and pl Mang = ° e net present value of . kool )
based on best practices can help ensure P ACR RN e mxﬁ::;zi;;::‘:}',’i::‘;’“‘ g contribution to
food security, ecotourism and other BENEFITS OF MANGROVE AND OTHER WETLAND HABITATS O O] artisanal isheries (Thailand) i oo
income ing opp iti :
As a cost-effective intervention on $1billion/year $484-$595 $53 million/year
ecosystems management for climate r hectare diversevalueof & CASE EXAMPLE 51 famili 4.3 tons/hectare-4.9 tons/ X
S R ity = of averted property P the Sundarban WEST BENGAL, INDIA amilies hectare per year 50% increase in profit
adaptation and mitigation, it candeliver  gamage through of products mangroves and Sustainable Livelinood from FRsiad B0 in fish production, from a low profit from fish pond and
nature-based coastal p i flood p i provided to value of tourism q i ' of1 year. duck-raisi zero
o ] (Philippines) S communities and cultural Study area: 5.85 hectares small area b + : eere
12 C‘D (] — ” (Thailand)* .2 services (Bangladesh) licy Afee=S.5, Fish is the main source of protein.

OF b 4

*Barbier (2007), Net present value

References: Moran & Vu (2012); Barbier (2009),

(2016); Thomas et al. (201

CASE EXAMPLE up to 400% increase I t t C t 2
DA LOC, VIET NAM 70%-90% 1,000 7t010 inrice yields nves men 0 ncep
Community-based A households daYS/ 'month bia‘n nual rice crop yields
Mangrove Reforestation | Survivalrate Lo\ e when poor people, increased between
and Management of planted fish, crabs and r‘namlﬂ' w:)ma“, :;e abl; 23% k;lg%r:::;:;s
i o collect mollusks an =
Study area: 200 hectares mangroves m;"::mﬁ:;::w Fish at low tide (per 500 square meters)

(2007-2009)

with improved canals

References: Barbier (2007) as cited in Holl (2020); Barbier (2000) as cited in Lewis (2001); Barbier, (2011); Buffle et al. 2009); Camacho et al. (2020); Menéndez et al.
(2018); Winrock (2014) as quoted in Jhaveri (2018).

ELEVENTH MEETING OF PARTNERS TO THE PARTNERSHIP FOR EAST ASIAN — AUSTRALASIAN FLYWAY
Meeanjin/Brisbane, Queensland, Australia, 12-17 March 2023




4 Project Concepts and Financin

Investment Concept 3 Investment Concept 5
Sustainable Agriculture potoNsREvENTIoN " (€ ) | Nature Protection and

AND WATER MANAGEMENT

Ecotourism

REGIONAL FLYWAY INITIATIVE INVESTMENT CONCEPT 3

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE

REGIONAL FLYWAY INITIATIVE INVESTMENT CONCEPT 5
NATURE PROTECTION
AND ECOTOURISM

roperly managed wetlands can WHY POLLUTION PREVENTION AND WATER MANAGEMENT MATTERS
intercept runoff and transform
and store pollutants like sediment, $1.4 million/year  48% reduction 85%-90% organic
nutrients, coliform and certain heavy saved of biological pollutants reduced
metals without being degraded. by 220 peopl oxygen in wastewater
e wingeomstucied i demandin wesmntin l l e *Y
S e . wetlands for e wastewater construct 8
RFl investments will aim to realize ik treated in constructed wetlands
the full potential of wetlands— et wetlands (Australia) (Dominican
particularly in urban environments—  (Albania) Republic) -
for delivering effective pollution and — =
i i ater management using nature- etlands along the Flyway
plcicire s oneiof the greaest WHY SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE MATTERS i BENEFITS OF WETLANDS TO POLLUTION PREVENTION possess high untapped WHY NATURE PROTECTION AND ECOTOURISM MATTERS
threats to wetlands along the Lt o i T
Flyway, causing direct loss and/or 4000% increasein 80% of households 52 million hectares local wetiand cornmunities are fess $2.9 billion/year ety o sl i 60% per year 10% to 12% growth/year
habitat degradation. Wetlands farmers’ earnings report benefits of arable land will susceptible to flooding and pollution avoided cost of constructing and recreational values. potential ncrease in annual net in ecotourism globally,
i ) events. RFl investments will provide : revenues from reef and mangrove signaling the need
lose their ability to support food after restoring from wetland be added to the Pl by artificial wetlands to replace natural fisheries and tourism expenditures if reef quality for more sustainable
sece:my and agriculture when wetlands and products an: 1,|534 dr;\glemn hectlare:d ""“::‘u ing :':::;I;“::" o :" wetlands’ existing phosphorus filtration RFI 'nvlmmmts aim l: 9-;'«‘ and wetland stewardship is improved (Philippines) practices
used or d inably i i services to their alrea ing exploit naged y P . nature in wetlands and enhance
sustuioable food security for agriculture (global long-term. $4.2 billion $13 billion ecotourism for birdwatching Over €5 billion 20% of allbirds
Rl in P . practices 2 data) 5 oa i~ avoided costs of sediment cost of implementing agricultural and other activities. These cost of indirect damage to fishers, from an estimated —
e e it e e [ &’ ke O filtration and phosphorus best management practices to interventions can drive sustainable tourism industry, local people’s livelihoods, and 9,000 species
b el P P removal services remove '"Ig;':::f:a‘l;’m"‘”“ development and be strong tools  lost natural values due to an oil spill (France and Spain) depend on wetlands (global data)
e TR e 0% EON BV 4 Data based on Canada (2021) % of sustainable development.
ehm!n'a}uon. of chemlfal fen:!lzers arlld They can combine conservation,
tegrated crop-live CASE EXAMPLE i : tourism, and education functions, BENEFITS OF WETLANDS TO ECOTOURISM
systems and introduction of diverse BENEFITS OF WETLANDS TO AGRICULTURE | Significant delivering direct jobs, economic
crop rotation, as well as integrated ATHURADISTRICT,UTTAR | 90% to 95% 35 square meters biodiversity value opportunities, and long-term 60.1% $95,333
water and waste management. $5.86 billion, /year $6.32 million/ $30.73 billion /year PRADESH STATE, INDIA | rate of removal of fecal ired ignific ety livelihood benefits. ) of wetland ecosystem services recreational benefits enjoyed by
g g oy e e e pni ko > P S e coform i waste wte eata astewa s S i sopportectouriam, 284K & Yokl ;'we(!and ecotourism
long-term food and livelihood security  products or er year \ environmental = Treatment of Wastewater | wetland 20 cubic meters a day water recycled, minimal 20 & & o g,
for ities while delivering gains it " ‘ sl s services to total T Avea: 1.2 hectares | Soeaiceyioe eB&HL & 6.7%local biodiversity (Colombia) it
for biodiversity. from g losses economic value 9 - ey e
agriculture if paddy fields are converted of awetland site - ; $1.35 billion/year $55/visitor _
° — P i wetlands A References: University of Waterloo 2022); GIZ Albana (2021); Greenway & Simpson (1996) a citedin Almulcar et a. (2018); The Nature Conservancy 2021); Thamke k% contribution of reef-based willingness to pay to enjoy a tidal
LAk T tonon-agricultural use @om AD Tk SSQR: <cotourism to the national ecotousiam watands e,
- 5928 i > 65 W " ~ economy (Philippines) Anmyeondo Island (Republic of Korea)
iy ased on West Java, Indonesia ( EEOT T B e d e P
© @ E v ¥
. o Investment Concept 4 oo | d0000people g0
ignifican INDONESIA in 135 villages tourists X growt
TOYOOKACITY,JAPAN | 75%to 204 70% to biodiversity value . . st o Eaes g - Lz gl R toea
Sustainable Agriculture 100% number o storks 200% StoEhiandy farming Po u t ion P reven t ion an Wa te r o ovn | TS o St milion et g pan 1
and the Return of the duction of flying in Japan Bctasie Eiic methods prevent bio- and Economic Growth Scosystent in revenues (75x for homestay) of $10,865 a year
Oriental White Storks e -5 kg (and under captive e d accumulation of chemicals 24
rient: ite Stor pesticide breeding) in 2017 from price due to which could deplete natural
Area: 1,355 hectares (100% organic) | andfertilizer  ("7r Rl G Jo7  shifttoorganic prey and hinder stork e
and 272 hectares (partly organic) use farming reproduction a n a g e I I I e n L
References: ADB (2015, Sputraand Sedyanto (2021 . Taryshabwe (2013 Macre and Devuys (2015, Ohsko 201 Minsryof the Evirorment apa S,
& e

s

&
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/] Project Concepts and Financing

Projects Financing
[e.g., Nature-based Solutions] O @

Regional Flyway Initiative Projects: Investment Concepts
“ o Blended .

As an initial guide, ADB p five broad prual i models for wetland sites:
Innovative Financing Ideas Under Consideration

L) Habitat Restoration and Protection

4 Pollution Prevention
and Water Management

= Nature Bonds to de-risk investments

= Carbon / Nature Credits through Voluntary Markets

= Blending of sovereign loans with grant resources such as GEF

= Blending project elements of ‘bankable’ with less bankable nature elements
= Sovereign loans to scale up sustainable natural resource projects

= Tax breaks to support sustainable practices and nature protection




5 The Way Forwara

RFI DMCs & EAAF Partnership
— Immediate Next Steps

= Capacity Needs Assessment - Return questionnaire

= Review Priority Sites - send feedback, endorse /accept §

= Share / Engage - knowledge, experience and |
opportunities

e SITES
* CAPACITY ENDORSED or * PROJECT * KNOWLEDGE
DEVELOPMENT ACCEPTED DEVELOPMENT  « FUND RAISING SHARING * M&E 2024/25
®
@ 6 @ 0

beyond

Fele

m

z
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-
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Thank you for soaring with us!

Say HELLO

Duncan Lang dlang@adb.org
Gary Allport gary.allport@birdlife.org Doug Watkins chief@eaaflyway.net

Mary Anne Velas-Suarin mavelassuarin.consultant@adb.org Ding Li Yong
dingli.yong@birdlife.org Cynthia Layusa rfi.consultant@eaaflyway.net

ELEVENTH MEETING OF PARTNERS TO THE PARTNERSHIP FOR EAST ASIAN — AUSTRALASIAN FLYWAY
Meeanjin/Brisbane, Queensland, Australia, 12-17 March 2023

**Je{g
s BlrdLlfe ADB

EAAFP




Disclaimer: The views expressed on this document are those of the author/s and do not
necessarily reflect the views and policies of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) or its
Board of Governors or the governments they represent. ADB does not guarantee the
accuracy of the data included in this publication and accepts no responsibility for any
consequence of their use. By making any designation of or reference to a particular
territory or geographic area, or by using the term “country” in this document, ADB does
not intend to make any judgments as to the legal or other status of any territory or area.
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