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Thomas Abell is the Chief of ADB’s Digital Technalogy
for Development Unit, which promaotes the effective
use of digital technology across ADB programs to
improve development impact. His team works with
ADB member countries in supporting the transition to
the digital economy and provides assistance across
many areas, incduding eGovernment, tech start-up
acosystems, technology policy, and tech industry
partnerships. Thomas has over 30 years of professional
experience in digital technology, including technalogy
policyand strategy, software development,and systems

architecture.
Aamir Riaz

Programme Officer, Regional Office
for Asia and the Pacific, Intemational
Telecommunication Union

Aamir Riaz has been working on |CT development
through country-specific actions, sub-regional and
regional interventions across the region. Currently he
is regional focal point for thematic action areas of
Digital Network Infrastructure and  Emergency
telecommunications.  His mast recent waork is the
areas of G market readiness assessments, remate
satellite connectivity, |CT market regulations and
wireless innovation strategjes with emphasis on issues
related to RF Spectrum.Priorto joining ITW in 2213, he
had been working in ictQatar (now CRC Qatar) from
2012 to 2013 as National Spectrum Manager where he
implemented several management and  planning
initiatives. From 2007 until 2010 he was an Assistant
Director in Strategy and Development department of
the Pakistan Telecomm Authaority

Executive  Director,  Alliance  far

Affordable Intemet, Head of Digital

InclusionProgram, Web Foundation
An expert in the confluence of devedopment and
communications policy, Sonia Jorge has over 25 years
of diverse international experiencein a career spanning
both the private and not-for-profit sectors. She leads
numerous digital development projects in several
countries and international oiganizations, such as the
Waorld Bank, UNDP and UN Women; and for private
sector  companies, from mabile operators  to
industryassodations. Her work has included 1CT policy
and regulatory  advice and  analysis, strategic
industry planning, national |CT/broadband  policy
development,amongothers.

Rahul Shah

Director, M4D Asia Pacific
GS!‘V’lA

Rahul Shah currently serves as the Maobile for
Davelopment Director (M4D) for the Asia Pacific
region, where he manages MyD’s partfolio of programs
that aim to find innovative, commerdially sustainable
solutions to a variety of sodo-economic prablems
through partnerships between maobile operators, tech
innovators,  governments and  development
organizations. Priar to this, he warked in the M4D
Ltilities team at GSMA where he managed grants and
provided advisory services to operators on the
opportunity in the energy, water and sanitation sectors.
He spent aver a decade in the engineaing of wireless
communications systems and netwark planning. Post-
MBA, he switched tracks to genemal management and
viorkedin solar energyand media & entertainment.
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Anju Mangal

Asia Pacific Regional Coordinator,
Alliancefor AffordableInternat
Web Foundation

Anju Mangal is the Asia-Pacific Regional Coordinator
for the Allance for Affardable Internet (AgAl). Her
work  focuses  on strengthening  A4Al's  national
coalitions and supporting stakehalder collaborations to
advance their shared goal of affordable access across
Asia.  She was affiliated with the Secretariat of the
Pacific Community as the Digital Transfarmation
ECM Specialist and Business Analyst Adviser. She is
currently the Vice Chair of the Asia Pacific Internet
Govemance Forum and the Vice Chair of the
Pacific Islands Chapter of the Internet Society.

John Garrity

WEBINAR FACILITATOR
Independent  Consultant, Economist,
Policy Advisor, Project Mamager, and
Author

John Garrity is an economist, policy advisor, and project
manager with over 18 years of experience working on
economic devdopment issues in the public sector. His
focus is on digital inclusion programs, universal access
policy and last-mile connectivity deployments to foster
universal internet access and adoption. Currently, he s
an independent consultant to public sector and private
sector organizations, including to Connectivity Capital;
LNDP as chief technical advisor on a mational rollout of
free public WiFi the UN Broadband Commissionas the
author of the 2019 State of Broadband Repaort and
upcoming 2oz edition; the ITU/UNICEF as an external
advisorto the GIGA program to connect every schoolin
theworldtotheinternet;and the UN ITU in developing
a Last-Mile Connectivity Solutions Guide.

‘ Managing Director
Windsor Place Consulting

Scott Minehane is an intemational regulatory and stratagy
laveyer/economist in the communications sector and has
been involed in advising investars, operatars, governments
and regulators in Australia, Asia, the Pacific and Africa for
over 30 years. His expertise extends to policy, legislative
drafting, regulation, spectrum  management, naticnal
breadband network and new generation fixed and mabile
technologies including 5G. He was the authar of the June
2020 ITUGSR Discussion Paper on thetelecommunications
sector  responses  to COVID-1g. He has advised
govemments, telecoms regulators, MNOs and  other
stakehalders in Australia, Asia, Africaand the Middle East.

Atsuko Okuda

= CLOSING REMARKS

Regional Director, Regional Office for Asia
and the Pacific (Bangkok)

International Telecommunication Union

Ms. Atsuko Okuda was appointed as the ITU Regicnal
Director for Asia and the Pacific in April zoz2a2. Prior to the
nevs assignment, she was the Chief of the ICT and
Development Section of the United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, in Bangkok,
Thailand, fram 2a15-2020. Ms. Ckuda served the United
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Westem Asia
from 2o12-2015 and contiibuted to the Umdcja project, the
UN Secretariat ERP initiative, as Testing Manager at the
Department of Management, UNHQ, from zma-2012. From
2002-2010, she was responsible for promating a wide range
of ICT for devdopment initiatives at ESCAP and the United
Nations Economic Commission for Africa as Senior IT
Officer.



